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en. 
ay. A Dissertation -on the atonement, 
hy extracted from a manuscrifit 
written about twenty years ago, 
Viz . . 
uith a special reference to ccr- 
1. tain questions relative to this 


‘important doctrine, which were 
thena subject of constderable 
enyuiry. 

* 
Qvurstion. How is the scrip- 
ture doctrine of Christ’s atone- 
ment to be understood ? 





HE words propitiation and 

atonement are of the same 
signification. The apostle John 
tells us, that “* God sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our 
sins,” and says expressly, “ he 
is the propitiation for our sins.’’ 
1 John iv. 10. and ii. 2. There- 
fore, the doctrine, that Christ 
hath made atonement, or that 
he is the propitiation for sins, is 
indisputably a scripture doc- 
trinc.. But what this doctrine 
imports, or Howit is to be under- 
stood, may be a question of some 
difficulty ; as professing Chris- 
tans have entertained different 
sentiments ‘about it. ‘To this 
question I shall now attempt an 
answer, and for this purpose 
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avould make the following ob- 


servations. 

I. The design of the atone- 
ment made by Christ was so to 
declare or manifest the right- 
cousness of God, as would Ten- 
der it consistent with justice, for 
God to justify the sinner who 
believethin Jesus. At least, this 
was one of the great ends to be 
answered by it. 

This observation is, I think, 
sufficiently supported by the a- 

stle’s wordsin Rom. iii. 25, 26. 
“ Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith 
in kis blood, to declare his right- 
eousness—that he might be just, 
and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus.” From these 
words it seems natural to con- 
clude, that it would not have 
been consistent with justice, for 
God to have justified sinners, if 
Christ had not been set forth a 
propitiation, to declare his right- 
eousness. And perhaps, from a 
little attention to the subject, it 
may clearly appear, that this is 
the case. For if God,the supreme 
Lord and Ruler of the universe, 
to whom it belongs to take care 
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great displeasure at sin, and 
take the most effectual meas- 
ures to discountenance and con- 
demn it, and to support his law, 
which requires perfect holincss, 
and forbids all sin, on a most 
dreadful penalty, he would, for 
ought that appears, do great in- 
justice to himself and to the mo- 
ral world in general. 

Holiness, in its nature and ten- 
dency, is friendly to universal be- 
ing—to God and to his creatures ; 
it readily renders to all their 
due, and seeks and rejoices in the 
greatest universal good. Hloli- 
ness consists in conformity to 
the divine law, which requires 
us to love God with all our heart 
and soul and mind ; and to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. It 
is evident at first view, that this 
love will readily give to God the 
glory which is his due, and yield 
a cheerful, unreserved obedi- 
ence to his will. It will readily 
glorify him as God. It will like- 
wise readily render to creatures 
their due, and be careful to in- 
jure none ; but to do to all as it 
would wish tobe done by. This 
Jove will gnaturally and necessa- 
vily seek, as its highest and last 
end, and rejoice in God’s great- 
est glory in connection with the 
greatest happiness of the iniel- 
ligent creation; that is, the 
greatest universal good. And 
if this love prevailed in perfec- 
tion through all the ranks of in- 
telligences, it would produce and 
be attended with universal un- 
ion, peace, and harmony, and 
make all seek and rejoice in one 
common interest, and excite each 
individual to do his utmost to 
promote it. Ilence, holiness ev- 
idently is, in its nature and ten- 
dency, friendly to universal be- 
ing} yea, it is the only disposi- 
tuon or affection, which is friend- 
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ly to God and to the intelligent 
creation—the only Principle, 
which will render to all their 
due, and be careful to injure or 
wrong none, and seek and re- 
joice in the greatest good of the 
system. 

' Sin, on the other hand, is, in 
its nature and tendency, an ene- 
my to being in general. It with- 
holds from God and from crea- 
tures their due, injures and abu- 
ses them, and tends to universal 
misery and ruin. 

Sin is a transgression of thelaw 
of God—of that law, which re- 
quires nothing but holiness, no- 
thing but love with its genuine 
fruits and effects. Therefore all 
sin, the oppesite to holiness, in- 
volves the nature of enmity. It 
sets up an interest different from 
and contrary to the glory of God 
and the general good. It with- 
holds from God the love, res 
pect, honor and obedience due to 
him, and implicitly and practic- 
ally denies, that he is worthy of 
supreme love and perfect obedi- 
ence: yea, by hating him, it im- 
plicitly declares that he is an un- 
worthy and hateful being, and, 
as much as in it lies, undeifies 
and dethrones him, and, if able, 
would dethrone and destroy him. 
It also with-holds from creatures 
their due, and treats them inju- 
riously, to exalt and gratify it- 


| self and serve its own ends. And 


if sin universally prevailed, and 
reigned without restraint, it 
would throw the whole system 
into disorder and confusion, de- 
stroy or exclude all happiness, 
and produce universal misery 
and ruin. Hence, 

The evil of sin is infinite; 
and, therefore, the penalty an- 
nexed to it in the divine lawis 


just. 


From.what hath now been ob- 
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served of holiness, asa friend to| happiness of the intellectual 
being in general, and of sin, as a} world ; that is, as though he was 
universal enemy, it manifestly | totally destitute of holiness, jus- 
is essential to the character of a | tice, and goodness, and accord- 


perfectly holy, just, and good 
God, not only to love and take 
pleasure in holiness, but also to 
hate sin with perfect hatred. 
Infinite hatred of sin is the 
natural and necessary result 
of infinite holiness—of infinite 
goodness. It is evidently im- 
possible that God should be 
perfectly holy and infinitely 
good, without hating sin, the 
universal enemy and destroy- 
er, with perfect hatred. And 
therefore he cannot af///rcar to be 
perfectly holy and good, without 
appearing tobe a perfect, irrecon- 
cilable enemy tosin. Hence, 
If God did not, in some way 
or other, mant fest great displeas- 
ure against all sin, and: take the 
most effectual measures to dis- 
countenance and condemn it, to 
prevent its universal prevalence 
and the evils naturally resulting 
therefrom, it would not appear 
to creatures that he is a holy, 
just, and good being: it would 
appear as though he did not re- 
gard his own glory, or the hap- 
piness of the moral world. If 
he did not discover great dis- 
pleasure at this universal enemy, 
which treats him with the great- 
est contempt, and seeks to de- 
throne and destroy him, and to 
throw the whole intellectual sys- 
tem into disorder, confusion, and 
ruin, it would appear as though 
he did not care how much dis- 
honor and contempt were cast 
upon him, or how much disor- 
der, confusion, and misery pre- 
vailed among his creatures—as 
though he loved neither himself, 
nor his creatures—as though he 
had no regard for his own hon- 


ing to the stupid sinner’s tho’ts, 
altogether such an one as him- 
self. But would such an idea of 


God be just? Infinitely far from 
it. And if he conducted in such 


a manner as to make it appear 


to creatures, as though he was 
such a being—in such a manner, 
as would afford just occasion for 
them to view him in this dishon- 
orable light, he would, for ought 
that I can see, do infinite injus- 
tice to himself—to his own cha- 
racter. And is it not as incon- 
sistent with justice, for God to 
wrong and injure himself, as to 
wrong and injure his creatures ? 
Again, 

As God is the head of the 
universe, and by natural, unde- 
rived right, the proprietor and 
supreme Lord of the whole cre- 
ation, it belongs to him to take 
care of the interests of the whole 
system, comprehending himself 
and created intelligences. Hence, 
If he did not in any way man- 
ifest great displeasure against 
sin, but conducted in such a 
manner, as to afford just occa- 
sion for creatures to think, that 
he was not at all, or, at most, but 
little displeased with it, it ap- 
pears to me, that he would great- 
ly injure his creatures. For 
such conduct in the Deity, would 
manifestly tend to make crea- 
tures think, that sin is nowise 
comparably so great an evil 
in itself, and so pernicious and 
destructive in its tendency and 
consequences, as it really is; 
and ‘thus serve to embolden 
one after another to go into 
the commission and practice of 
sin, to their unspeakable dam- 
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age or utter ruin. Such a 
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conduct in the Deity would ap- 
pear or seem to afford great en- 
couragement to the commission 
and practice of sin. And was 
Godto conductin such a manner, 
was he to manicest but little or 
no displeasure at sin, it might 
naturally be expected, that the 
consequence would be universal 
prevalence (among creatures) 
of this most pernicious and dead- 
ly evil, to the exclusion of all 
true happiness, and the produc- 
tion of universal misery and ru- 
ins Hence, the supposition of 
God’s manifesting but little or 
no displeasure against sin, ap- 
pears to me to be utterly irre- 
concijable with the idea of his 
being just, either to himself, or 
to hiscreatures. Again, 


From what has been illustra- 
ted, of holiness as friendly to 
being in general, and of sin as 
the universal enemy, it may ap- 
pear, that it is of the greatest 


importance, that such a law, as 
the divine law is, should exist 
and be supported—a law, which 
requires perfect holiness and for- 
bids all sin under a most dread- 
ful penalty. What can be of 
greater importance, than that 
moral beings should be held un- 
der obligation to the exercise 
and practice of that holiness, 
which is friendly to the moral 
world, and secks and naturally 
tends to promote and rejoices in 
the greatest good ; and to re- 
frain from sin, the universal en- 
emy and destroyer? Is it not 
then of vast importance, and do 
not his essential goodness, jus- 
tice, and holiness require, that 
this law, which has its founda- 
tion in the nature of things, 
should be enjoined by God, the 
head and supreme governor of 
the universe, and enforced and 
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guarded with sanctions infp. 
itely weighty and important ? 

If an earthly king knew what 
conduct in his subjects was right 
in itself, and best calculated to 
secure and promote the com- 
mon interest and welfare of the 
kingdom, and what conduct, on 
the other hand, was wrong in it- 
self, and naturaliy tended to 
throw the kingdom into disorder 
and confusion, and to work the 
overthrow and ruin of the whole; 
if he was also duly invested with 
authority sufficient to enjoin the 
one and forbid the other, by law, 
under a penalty proportioned to 
the evil of disobeying it; and 
he nevertheless, neglected todo 
it, and left his subjects at full li- 
berty, to pursue either the one 
course or the ‘other, as might 
best suit their inclinations ; we 
should naturally and necessarily 
conclude, that he was neither a 
just, nora good king. Or if he 
should, in words, enact such a 
law, but take no care to have it 
observed, or its penalty execu- 
ted upon the disobedient, but 
leave thein to go on, just as tho’ 
there had been no such law, and 
thus virtually and practically set 
it aside, and render it of no more 
effect upon the minds of the sub- 
jects, than if it had never been 
enacted ; we must still come in- 
to the same conclusion, that he 
was not a just ora good king. 
So if. the divine law, which re- 
quires nothing but what tends 
to the well being and happiness 
of the moral world, and forbids 
nothing but sin, the universal | 
cnemy, and, in its natural ten- 
dency, productive of universal 
miscry, was suffered to be trans- 
gressed with impunity ; if God, 
the supreme governor,. after re- 
vealing or enjoining it, should 
take no further care to have # 
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opserved, or its penalty execu- 
ted upon transgressors ;—if he 
should suffer one after another, 
to transgress with impunity, and 
without taking any other method, 
tomanifest as great displeasure 
at their sin, and as great regard 
to the law, as would be manifest- 
ed by executing the penalty, and 
thus virtually and practically dis- 
annul and destroy the law, or do 
that which has a natural tenden- 
cy to destroy its binding force 
upon the minds of creatures}; it 
cannot be conceived, how he 
could affear to be a holy, a just, 
ora good moral governor of the 
world. Such conduct in the De- 
ity, Were it to take place, would 
naturally make it seem to crea- 
tures, as though he did not view 
hunself so worthy and perfect a 
beng, and sin against him so 
great an evil, as the requisitions 
othis law with the annexed pe- 
vaity hoid forth and import—as 
though he did not consider his 
lavas being good or of any im- 
portance—-or as though, if it was 
good, and necessary to the well- 
being and happiness of the mor- 
al world, it was nevertheless a 
natter of indifference with him, 
whether it was regarded and 


obeyed, or trampled upon and} 
Surely. 


ireated with contempt. 
then, it is of the highest import- 
ance, in regard to both the honor 
ol God, and the well-being and 
happiness of the intelligent cre- 
ation, that such a law should ex- 
Ist; and be visibly and fully sup- 
ported. It does not appear how 
God can be just to himself and 
tothe moral world in general, 
Without supporting, and discov- 
cring a fixed, unalterable deter- 
Mination to maintain and sup- 
port his holy law for ever. 

Sin hath taken place among 

o's creatures. And God, it 
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hath now been shown, in order 
to be just to himself and to the 
moral world, must, in some way 
or other, make it fully manifest, 
that his displeasure against sin 
is indeed exceedingly great, that 
he hates it with perfect hatred 
as an evil infinitely great and 
pernicious’; and that his law is 
holy and just and good, of the 
highest importance, and shall, 
at all events, be vindicated and 
fully supported. But how or in 
what way can these be mani- 
fested ’—-By executing upon sin- 
ners the penalty of the law. 
This isone way. If God should 
execute upon all sinning crea- 
tures the penalty of his law in 
its full extent—if he should cast 
them off for ever, and confine 
them in a_ state of complete, 
hopeless misery, never to end, 
undeniable evidence would be 
thereby exhibited, that he is a 
perfect, irreconcilable enemy t 

sin, and hates it with infinite ha- 
tred—that he looks upon his law 
as being perfectly holy and just 
and good, and is unalterably de- 
termined fully to support it— 
And thus he would clear himself 
of the dishonorand reproach cast 
upon him by sin, and a@fifcar to 
creatures to have such a regard 
to his own character and glory, 
and to the true interests of the 
moral world, as is essential to 
an infinitely holy just and good 
God and moral governor, and 
thereby do justice to himself— 
Such treatment of sinners would 
also be adapted to discountenance 
and discourage sin, in thé view 
of all creatures, who had not yet 
apostatizec—-to strike their hearts 
with a peculiar dread of it—to 
fix and strengthen their resolu- 
tions never to yield or listen to 
it, and to establish and confirm 
their dispositions to persevere in 
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the ways of holiness, in a course 
of unreserved subjection to his 
authority and obedience to his 
will. 

These and such like seem to 
be the ends designed to be an- 
swered by the threatened pun- 
ishmént of sinners. And it is 
not easy, if possible, to conceive 
how God can be just to himself 
and to the moral world in gener- 
al, or even affear to, creatures 
to be perfectly holy and good, 
without answering these ends 
or cflecting these purposes. But 
if these ends can be answered, if 
these purposes can be as fully 
accomplished, in some other 
way, than by. the punishment of 
the sinners in their own persons ; 
it may then be conceived of, as 
being consistent with justice for 
God to save them. Now the 
atonement made by Christ, as 
the words before cited from 
Rom. iii. 25, 26, teach, was 
designed to answer these purpo- 
ses ; and particularly, so to man- 
ifest ‘the righteousness or jus- 
tice of God, as to render it con- 
sistent with justice, for him to 
justify the sinner who believeth 
jn Jesus. 

{To be continued.]} 
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An Essay on the Glory of God, 
Sounded on \ Corinthians x. 31. 

" Whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God.” 


HE duty here enjoined, is 

- repeatedly inculcated in the 
sacred oracles, and is set forth 
as being the great duty of man. 
It indeed belongs to the essence 
of all duties, and of course, mer- 
its our greatest attention. Rev- 
elation requires that the whole 
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man should be devoted to the 
glory of God; that all the f. : 
culties of the soul and of the bo. 
dy should be employed in his 
service ; that we should glorify 
him with our bodies and our shir. 
its which are his, 

In attending to this subject 
I shall endeavor to show, 

I. What we may understand 
by the glory of God. 

II. What is implied in doing 
all things to his glory. 

Ill. The obligations we are 
under to this duty. 

I. We are to show whatis to 
be understood by the glory of 
God. 

1. The glory of God signifies 
the essence or frerfections of the 
divine nature. The apostle Pe- 
ter, speaking of the testimony 
which God gave to the mission 
of Christ at his baptism, says, 
There came a voice to him from 
the excellent Glory. God pos 
sesses all natural and moral per 
fections, and therefore his very 
being or nature is excellent glu. 
‘l'he essence or perfection of his 
nature is called his essential glo- 
ry ; because it is inherent, and 
essential to his existence, and 
would have been eternally the 
same, had no other being, or ob- 
ject ever existed. 

2. The glory of God denotes 
likewise, the display, or manifest- 
ation of his perfections in the 
kingdoms of nature, of prov 
dence, and of grace. God has 
abundantly displayed his , pet 
fections in his works: and 
we therein discover some marks 
of them, we behold a glimpse of 
hisglory ; for his perfections 
constitute his glory. In all the 
things in which God has discov- 
ered himself to men, we behold 
the effulgence of divine excel 
lency; On whatever part of lis 
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creation we turn our eyes, we 
tehold all things full of beauty, 
order and harmony. The ce- 
lestial bodies which revolve in 
the vast expanse, declare the glo- 
ry of the Lord, and the firmament 
sheweth his handy-work. When- 
ever we turn our thoughts to- 
wards that luminous orb, the 
sun, and the numerous bodies 
which revolve around it, and con- 
template their magnitudes, dis- 
tances, and revolutions, which do 
not disturb each other, we ac- 
quire an exalted idea of that glo- 
rious Being, who is wonderful 
incounsel, and excellent in work- 
ing. The vast number of stars 
which shine with such radiant lus- 
tre in the concave heavens, must 
excite astonishment in the breast 
of every beholder ; especially 
when contemplated, as suns, 
each being the centre of a partic- 
ular system, and destined to per- 
form the same office that the sun 
(oes to this solar system. If 
this be true, how are we lost in 
our contemplations on the uni- 
verse, which is composed of 
such a vast number of complica- 
ted systems ! How true is the ob- 
servation of Solonfon : Vo man 
can find out the work that God 
maketh from the beginning fo the 
cid. This shows God’s charac- 
‘erto be incomprehensibly glo- 
hous; so that we may adopt 
the triumphant challenge of Zo- 
phar, Canst thou by searching 
jind out God .? Canst thou find 
oul the Almighty unto perfection ? 
It is as high as heaven! what 
tanst thou do 2 It is deefler than 
hell! what canst thou know 2 The 
neasure thereofis longer than the 
ae rth, and broader than the sea. 

lhe glory of the great di- 
“ine Architect is no less dis- 
P-ayed in the animal and veget- 
“ble creation. What a variety 





of animals do we behold ranked 
among the works of creation! 
Besides those which are visible, 
there are perhaps myriads which 
are imperceptible tothe naked 
eye. The smallness of their size 
required their members to be ex- 
tremely minute. What exact- 
actness, then, must have been 
observed at their formation, to 
make one part accord with an- 
other, and to render the whole 
system harmonious? And per- 
haps there is not left the least 
chasm from the smallest insect 
up to the creature of intelli- 
gence. Hence what a variety 
of species in the animal crea- 
tion ! And no fewer varieties of 
provision are created for their 
peculiar sustenance. We be- 
hold a variety of vegetables from 
the grass on the plain, to the 
cedar in the forest, which were 
originally formed, and have év- 
er since grown in a mysterious 
manner, and are clothed with 
such inimitable beauty that e- 
ven Solomon in allhis glory was 
not arrayed like one of these. 
After contemplating a variety 
of objects in which we may 
clearly discover both the exist- 
ence and character of him who 
made them, need we mention 
man to show his glory? Man 
is wonderfully and fearfully made. 
How wonderful is the connex- 
ion between the body and mind; 
spirit joined to flesh, inhabiting 
a mansion of clay ! How excel- 
lent is the contexture and frame 
of the body ! How admirably 
is every member fitted toits par- 
ticular office ! But of how much 
more noble nature is the soul ! 
What exalted faculties does it 
possess! Understanding, con- 
science, will, affection: these 
attach great worth to human na- 
ture, and evince the infinite un- 
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derstanding and excellency of 
the Creator. 

Man was originally formed in 
the image of God ; his body 
appeared in perfect symmetry, 
and his mind approved the 
things that were amtable and 
good. He was in miniature, 
the image ofhis Maker, who is 
infinitely holy and good. In this 
state of perfection it was, un- 
doubtediy, man’s chief employ- 
ment and delight to view the 
vorks of creation, and in them, 
to adore the wonderful display 
of the wisdoin, power, and be- 
neficence of their Author. And 
although man has made himself 
base in apostatizing from his 
Maker, yet God is good. Al- 
thouzh man has been unegrate- 
ful, yet God is merciful and full 
of compassion. For notwith- 


standing when man, primarily, 
revolted from God, he was driv- 
en from the garden of Eden, yet 


he is now favored with a situa- 
tion in a great degree delightful. 
‘he number of animal and ra- 
tional enjoyments with which 
he is indulged, evinces this 
truth. For him a variety of an- 
imals are formed every way 
fitted for his use. “ For him 
day and night visit the world. 
For him the seasons walk their 
‘splendid round. For him the 
earth teems with riches, and 
the heavens smile with benefi- 
cence. Surrounding creation 
subserves the wants, and pro- 
claims the dignity of man.”— 
Thus, how admirably is the 
glorious character of God ex- 
hibited in the works which he 
has made ! How justly may we 
exclaim with the.psalmist, How 
excellent, O Lord, is thy name in 
lithe carth ! How manifold are 
thy works ! In wisdom hast thou 
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ts too wonderful for us. It i, 
high : we cannot atiain to it. 

If we turn our attention ty 
Divine Providence we shall ly. 
hold the like illustrious display 
of God’s perfections. His ¢reat 
power upholds the worlds that 


| roll, majestically, in the bound. 


less regions of space, and pre. 
serves the vast universe in per. 
fect order and harmony., His 
providence extends to all, even 
the smallest events. Nota 
sparrow falleth to the ground 
without his knowledge and influ- 
ence. All creatures are at his 
disposal, and receive their sup- 
port from hisbounty. He hears 
the young ravens when they cry, 
and provideth for them their 
food. As it respects man, God 
has never left himself withot 
wiiness,in that he hath done go, 
and given us rain from heaves 
and friiiful seasons, filling ut 
hearts with food and gladne:s. 
But the providence of God ap- 
pears much more conspictous 
as itfespects his moral kingdom 
Tho’ in regard to individuals, 
providence is involved in dark- 
ness, yet it is,a rule in the divine 
sovernment to deal with nation 
and public bodies of men accort 
ing to their moral character. 
This has remarkably appeare! 
in every age of the world, accol- 
ding to the divine declaration 
to all people. Jf ve be 
and obedient, ye shall eat the go 
of the land ; but if ye refuse ait 
rebel, ye shall be devoured wi 
the sword. 
God governs the world for his 
own glory, and the good of his 
creatures ; and shews himself'e 
be great in Zion, and above vs 
heofile. He employs the wick 
edas well as the righteous ® 
instruments in building up #® 
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praise the Lord, but he makes 
the wrath of the wicked to praise 
him. Whilst the world is in 
confusion—whilst men 9f oppo- 
site tempers are pursuing differ- 
ent schemes, he overrules all 
their actions for the promotion 
of his glory, and the highest hap- 
piness of his obedient subjects. 
Under this view of our subject, 
who is not ready to exclaim with 
the inspired apostle, O the defith 
of the riches both of the wsedom 
ond knowledge of God | How un- 
searchable are his judgments, and 
his ways fast finding out ! 

But by turning our attention 
to the adorable scheme of redempi- 
fin, we Shall behold the most 
elorious display of the attributes 
of Deity. Some of his perfec- 
tions are here brought out to 
view, which would otherwise 
have lain concealed ; and all of 
them “ appear in the brightest 
lustre, and most beautiful har- 
mony. He has manifested the 
exceeding riches of his mercy 
in giving his own Son to redeem 
aguilty race—his infinite puri- 
ty and immutable justice in re- 
quiring such a grand and awful 
sacrifice in order to the remis- 
sion of human guilt—the perfect 
rectitude of his law in forgiving 
our transgressions only thvough 
‘he obedience and sufferings of 
nis Son—his inviolable  faith- 
‘ulness and truth in’ executing 
the threatening of death on him 
who consented to bear our ini- 
quities. Here we see the mer- 
cy, justice, holiness and truth of 
God, all united and operating in 
concert; so that, as the psalm- 
‘stsays, Mercy and truth are 
el together, righteousness and 
ne have kissed cach other. 
fruth shrings from the earth, 
and rightcousness looke down from 
heaven : The Lord gives grace 
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and glory ; his saliation is nigh 
to them that fear him, and glory 
dwells.on the earth,” 

The glory of God thi®mar- 
vellously displayed reaches the 
heavens as well as dwells on the 
earth ; and furnishes a delight- 
ful subject for the highest ad- 
miration, wonder and praise of 
the heavenly hosts. When that 
glorious person who hath re- 
deemed lost men, came into the 
world, the angelic choir sang an 
anthem to Jehovah, saying, G/o- 
ry to Godin the highest ; on earth 
heace, and good will towards men. 
This will compose the chief mat- 
ter of the song of the blessed in- 
habitants of heaven to all eterni- 
ty. Worthy is the Lamb, they 
cry, that was slain, to peccive 
fower, and riches, and glory, and 
blessing ; and be these ascribed 
to him who sitteth on the throne, 
and to the Lamb for 
ever. 

3. The glory of God farther 
denotes the return, or acknowl- 
edgment, which intelligences 
make to him for the manifesta- 
tions of his goodness to them, 
anda discharge of the obliga- 
tions which they owe, him as 
his creatures. God’s declara- 
tive glory is promoted, when 
men order their conduct in such 
a manner as to render his char- 
acter excellent and glorious in 
the view of intelligent beings. 
Considering the peculiar circum- 
stances of the situdtion of man- 
kind, as fallen creatures, redeem- 
ed by the Son of God, having the 
privilege to return to him and 
be saved, and the many duties 
resulting from this divine plan, 
we find that various ways are 
pointed out in the scriptures in 
which the glory of God is pro- 
moted by their actions. This is 
done by public, private and se- 
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eret worship of him*—by the 
acknowiedginent of his govern- 
ment and supreme dominion, 
and willing subjection theretot 
—by thanksgiving and praisef— 
by faithin Christ, confession and 
repentance of sin, and turning 
to God||—by living contentedly 
and cheerfully, humbly and_pa- 
tiently§—by bearing much fruit, 
striving for the conversion of 
sinnets, and the advancement of 
the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
standing up in the defence of 
the truth, even suffering in the 
righteous cause, and being faith- 
ful unto the death.{ The glo- 
vy of Ged is reflected as froma 
mirror, by the union and exer- 
cise of all the Christian virtues. 
By practising honesty, justice, 
truth, faithfulness, benevolence, 
charity, sobriety, we conform to 
God’s law, and imitate him in his 
adorable excellencies ; and re- 
flect honor on him who possess- 
cs these virtues in perfection, 
and is the author of them in all 
holy and virtuous beings. [ve- 
_— 

* Psal. xxix.1,2  4Phil. ii. 10,11. 
+ Luke xvii. 11—19. Psalm L. 23. 
{ Rom. iv. 20. Josh. vii. 19. Rev. 
xvi. 9. § Phil. iv. 11, 12. i. 20. 
Psalm vi.2. Acts xx. 19. 
@ Gal.iv.19. Jude 3. John xv. 8. 
xxi. 18,19. Isaiah xxiv. 15. 

These texts will be found to illus- 
trate and confirm that the several 
branches of Christian duty above 
mrentioned, are to the glory of God. 
In most of the passages, this is 
expressly declared ; in the others, it 
is implied: For as God makes his 
glory the ultimate end of all his plans 
aad conduct ; so he makes the same 
object the end of all the duties which 
he enjoins upon his creatures. And 
consequently, every duty enjoined 
upon men from heaven, which we 
find in the inspired scriptures, when 
performed as required, adorns the 
doctrine of Christ, and promotes the 
giory of God. 
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ry virtue practised by men, hon- 
ors God, as well as casts a lustre 
on the human character. The 
apostle says, Glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, being fil- 
led with the fruits of rightevus- 
ness, which are by Jesus Christ 
unto the glory and praise of God. 

That virtue thus tends to pro- 
mote the glory of God, appears 
evident from the tendency of 
vice to dishonor him. Virtue 
and vice are opposite in their na- 
tureand effects. “ Sin is atheism. 
It denies God. It strikes at his 
government and character, and 
consequently at all good and all 
happiness.” Hence sin is re- 
peatedly represented in scripture 
as committed to the dishoner of 
God. Virtue being of the oppo- 
site nature, acknowledges God. 
It agrees and harmonizes with 
his government, and is the 
source of unspeakable honor and 
felicity. Therefore whatsoever 
things are true,whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsocver things are 
just, whaisoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, 
whateoever things are of good re- 
fiort, if there be any virtue, if 
there be any firaise, these are the 
things which promote the glory 
of God. Hence the divine Sa- 
viour exhorts ; Let your light s9 
shine before men that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven. 

[To be continued.) 
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(Continued from p. 141.) 
Ae disciples of Christ we are 


not to be conformed to this 
world with respect to the tempe! 
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of mind by which we are gov- 
erned. As aman thinketh in his 
heart so is he. The spirit he is 
of, or the temper by which he is 
governed determines his charac- 
ter. As Christians we are to 
pursue the business of our res- 
pective lawful callings, be pru- 
dent and industrious, but with 
motives very different from those 
with which the men of the world 
are influenced. Not to hoard up 
wealth, or procure it to consume 
upon our lusts, but to provide 
for our own, things decent and 
comfortable, to maintain hosnital- 
ity and to have it in our power 
toexercise charity, in obedience 
to him, whose we are, and whom 
we are bound to serve. 7 

The love of the world, in some 
shape or other, has the domin- 
jon in every man, in a state of 
nature. Hence, if we would bz 
wise and act in character as fol- 
lowers of Christ, who treated 
with indifference what men are 
prone so indefatigably to pursue, 
we are exhorted not to love the 
world nor the things of the 
world, and are expressiy assured 
that if any man love the world 
the love of the Father is not in 
him. Hence also, in the sacred 
passage first mentioned in this 
essay, we are exhorted not to be 
conformed to this world, but to 
be transformed, by the renewing 
of our mind that we may prove 
what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God—that we 
may taste the sublime satisfac- 
tion of being heavenly-minded, 
and enjoy the sweet liberty of 
keeping the commandments of 
the God of love. Agreeably to 
what is now observed, we read, 
“For to be carnally-minded is 
death, but to be spiritually-mind- 
ed is life and peace.” 


worldly mind to have the do- 
minion over us, as it respects the 
acquisition and enjoyment of the 
things of the world ; so we are 
not to be governed by the tem- 
per of the men of the world in 
other respects. A proud, haugh- 
ty, supercilious, revengeful, en- 
vious, censorious temper is re- 
pugnant to the spirit of Christ. 
The old man with his affections 
and lusts, must be crucified, and 
we must put on the new man. 

2. We must not be conform- 
ed to the world in our conversa- 
tion. 

Ifwe would make good our 
claim to the dignified appellation 
of Christians, we must not only 
avoid every specics of profane- 
ness and indecency, together 
with foolish talking and jesting, 
which are not convenient, but 
the things of the world must not 
constitute the delightful subject 
of our social intercourse. As 
out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh, so if the 
love of God possess our souls, 
and we are indeed devoted, as 
faithful servants, to the cause of 
Christ, the things of his king- 
dom, and not the concerns of this 
vain, perishable world, will con- 
stitute the pleasing theme of our 
conversation. Hence we are ex- 
horted to have our speech al- 
ways with grace, seasoned with 
salt ; that is, always savory, al- 
ways pure, and for edification. 
Hence, speaking in the name of 
believers, the apostle declares, 
“ For our conversation is in hea- 
vent.” Would we act in charac- 
ter as Christians, do honor to our 
holy profession, and prove our- 
selves tobe the servantsof Christ, 
and children of the kingdom, 
we must be ready on all suitable 
occasions to open our lips and 





As we are not to suffer a 


drop a word for the blessed Je- 





































172 


sus, a word for the good of souls 
—offer something which shall 
have a tendency to call up the 
attention of those with whom we 
are conversing to the concerns 
of their eternal welfare. 

We are not to be conform- 
ed tothe world in our senti- 
ments or maxims. 

Humbling and searching is 
that pointed declaration of our 
Lord to the Pharisees, Luke xvi. 
15. For that which is highly es- 
teemed among men is an abo- 
mination in the sight of God. 
Not barely that which is account- 
ed innocent, indifferent, or but 
little criminal, but that which is 
highly esteemed among men, 
is so differently viewed by the 
High and Holy One, that it is 
odious even to an abomination. 
It is no unusual thing with the 
men of this world to call evil 
good, and good evil, to put light 
for darkness, and darkness for 
light. ‘Yo call things by impro- 
per names and thus varnish over 
their turpitude is one of the ar- 
tifices of the subtle adversary. 
But as children of light it behov- 
eth us accurately to make dis- 
tinctions, to view things as they 
are in their own nature and ten- 
dency, and not as they are false- 
ly called, guiding our inquiries 
by the oracles of divine truth. 
We are not to be ashamed to 
avow and support the sentiments 
of scripture however it may ex- 
pose us tothe ridicule of those 
who are wise in their own eyes. 

The spirit of Christ instead of 
hie carding up till gold is cankered 
and garments moth-eaten is dis- 
posed to distribute, engaged to 
do good according to the. ability 
that is given. It isa worldly 
maxim that revenge is sweet, 
t » bear injuries ts the 
But re- 
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venge is sweet only to a wicked, 
unforgiving heart. And what 
saith our divine Teacher and fi- 
nal Judge? If ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither 
will your heavenly Father forgive 
you your trespasses. Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse 
you, kc. What saith the great 
apostle? “ Dearly beloved, a- 
venge not yourselves, but rather 
give place unto wrath,” &c. 

Look to the example of the 
Saviour praying for his crucili- 
ers, “ Father, forgive them ; 
they know not what they do” 
—of holy Stephen when they 
were stoning him to death, 
kneeling down and praying, 
* bord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.” And contrast this with 
the conduct of men of the world, 
who will not forgive the slightest 
injury vy. How forcible, in this 
view of the sucject, is the exhor- 
tation, “ Be not conformed to 
this world!’ Whoever in this 
respect will suffer himself to be 
governed by the false principles 
of worldly honor must lay his 
account to be disowned by the 
Lord of glory when he cometh 
it his kingdom with all his holy 
angels. Lor them that honor 
me, saith the divine wisdom, I 
will honor, but they that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed. 

4. We must not be conformed 
to the world in their amusement 

To any one who has just no- 
tions of Christianity it would be 
impertinent to attempt to prove, 
that gaming of all kinds is unbe- 
comibe the Christian chat 
Moreover, as we are 
even the 
playin: 
thoug 


acter. 
to avoid 
appearance of evil, 
‘merely asal amusement, 
bh nothing be staked buta 


trial of skill and a loss of precious 
time, 
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che Christian characier, com- 
ol with the self-denial, 
? rituality, and heavenly-mind- 
dness of the follower of a cruci- 
cod Saviour to encourage vain 
nd fashionable amusements, let 
heir tendency, together with 
he taste of the most eminent 
ints. be seriously considered. 
Let those who advocate the 
necence of such scenes and 
mend them as_ beneficial, 
ask themselves as in the pres- 
ence of that glorious Being to 
whom they expect to render an 
ccount of all their conduct, 
icther they can devoutly look 
ptohim for his blessing? Whe- 
er when they retire from these 
ay scenes, to say nothing of 
oe unseasonable hours” with 
nich they are attended and the 
auger to which their health 1s 
exposed, they feel in any swita- 
Je frame to perform the duties 
‘the closet ? Whether when 
y have the most lively sense 
death, judement and eternity, 
uciy minds are net in the same 
proportion impressed with a 
cuse of the vanity and unpro- 
sbleness of these things ¢ 
What do we find to be the ef- 
‘ect of an outpouring of the 
puit on any place? Doth it 
hol uniformly check all such 
scenes Of carnal mirth ? Are not 
ihose Whose minds are serious- 
lv affected, d ispos bed to attend on 
mectines ofa very different na- 
ture Whi she wuld there be such 
change m our feelings when 
eare made + senate of our ac- 


mity bear a with some 
weight upon our 
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in sc Ghcer consideration, were 
*O iuhocent as some Imagine, 
‘hal 0 beneficial as some plead ! 
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less injurious than various other 
ways in which young people 
and others when assembled, are 
prone to pass their time. This 
may be safely granted without 
placing them on any justifiable 
foundation. 

Lastly, let the taste and con- 
sequent practice of the most am- 
iabie, exemplary and worthy 
followers of Christ be consider. 

Do they relish such thing's? 
Can their example be pleaded in 
justification of attendance upon 
them? That some professors 
have a relish for them and not 
unfrequently attend upon them, 
is acknowledged and lamented. 
But the question is, are such 
professors found among those 
who do the most honor to 
their profession! Do they ap- 
pear in their walk and conversa- 
tion, by their seli-demial, wean- 
edness from the world, aad 
ality and heaveniy-minc dedness, 
toapproach the nearest to the 
holy example of Him whom they 
call their divine Lord and Mas- 
ter? Let me ask those gay pro- 
fessors, whether in the compass 
of their acquaintance they can- 
not select those for whom they 
lave more charity than they 
have for themselves, and wheth- 
er they would not think more 
fav orably of their own good es- 
tate, were they less conformed 
to the world ? 

From what has been said on 
this subject, it is obvious to re- 
mark, that the way to do | 
to religion and promote ifs ire 
interest, isnot by soften ne down, 
explaining away, or conces.lny 
the distinguishing, doctiimes oi 
the gespe!; nor by deviating 


from its pure and perfect pre- 
cepts to accomme date e 
views and taste of a word lying 
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Some have imagined that vir- 
tue is so amiable that it needs on- 
ly tobe pourtrayed in its true col- 
ors to be universally admired 
and embraced. But they seem 
to forget that mankind by na- 
ture are universally depray- 
ed. Virtue, piety, or holi- 
ness, whichever of these names 
may be preferred, is indeed al- 
together amiable, but how can 
those admire and embrace the 
moral likeness of God who do 
not love the original ? The ex- 
periment has indeed been tried. 
A perfect character has been ex- 
hibited. One has appeared and 
been familiarly conversant with 
mankind, in whom all the amia- 
ble and glorious attributes of the 
God of love shone forth. What 
reception did he meet with! 
How was he treated? He came 
unto his own, and though his 
way had been preparing four 
thousand years, they received 
him not. 

In vain is it for the servant of 
Christ to think to render the re- 
ligion of the cross acceptable to 
the carnal mind which is enmi- 
ty against God. That enmity 
must first be slain, the heart 
must be renewed; then the 
beauty of holiness will be discov- 
ered and Christianity most cor- 
dially embraced. 

Wherefore, let those who 
would do honor to the holy pro- 
fession, and be happily instru- 
racntal in buikling up the king- 
dom of the divine Saviour, in- 
stead of studying to be conform- 
ed to this world, seek to be trans- 
formed. The two kingdoms are 
distinct, nor can the seed of the 
woman and the seed of the ser- 
pent ever be reconciled to cach 
other. The Supreme Ruler in 
the dispensations of his provi- 
dence is taking measures con- 
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tinually to make this distinction 
more and more manifest. In 
the last great day and thencefov- 
ward to eternity, it will be fully 
conspicuous. Then shall ye re. 
turn and discern between the 
righteous and the wicked, be- 
tween him that serveth God and 
him that serveth him not. In. 
stead then of endeavoring to 
reconcile the service of God and 
mammon, be it our sole care to 
serve the Lord. Let his holy 
word be our only rule, his Spirit 
our guide, and his glory our end. 
Then when Christ who is the 
believer’s life shall appear, shall 
we also appear with him in 
glory. 


Report of the Trustees to 
Hampshire Missionary Soci: 
ty 3 at their annual meeting mm 
Northampton, the last Thurs- 
day in August, 4. D. 18905 
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: a Trustees report to the 
Society, that, at a meet- 
ing of their board in September 
last, they appointed Rev. Joseph 
Lathrop. D. D. Justin Ely, Esq. 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, a Com- 
mittee to receive three hundred 
dollars, granted by the Legisla- . 
ture of this Commonwealth for 
the purpose of supporting and 
educating two Indian lads, de- 
scendants of the late Rev. Mr. 
Williams of Deerfield, who had 
for several years, previously 
been under the care of Deacon 
Nathaniel Eiy of Long Meadow, 
and to use and apply the said 
grant to the purposes, for which 
it had been made, and to account 
to the Legislature for the exe- 
cution of their trust. 

The Trustees also appropt'- 
ated ten dollars which had been 
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eiven by Capt. Perez Graves of 
ifatfield, to the education of the 
..me Indian lads, conformably 
w the request of the donor. 

The Trustees, also, appro- 
priated a sum, not to exceed 
ne thousand dollars, for the 
support and payment of Mis- 
sionaries the ensuing season ; 
- a sum not to exceed two 

undred and fifty dollas for the 
pure hase and distribution of bi- 
pies and other pious books in 
the new settlements ; and em- 
powered their committee to pro- 
cure such Missionaries and to 
purchase and distribute such pi- 
ous Christian writings as they 
should judge most conducive to 
the benevolent designs of the 
SOCICTV. 

The Trustees report to the 

society the result of their meas- 

ures and of the labors of their 

lissionaries, as far as they have 
come to their knowledge since 
the last annual meeting. 

The four Missionaries em- 
plovedin 1804, were Rev. The- 

odore Hinsdale, and Rev. Joel 
Hayes, appointed for eighteen 
weeks to labour in the new set- 
tlements of New-York, and Rev. 
Vinson Gould, and Rev. Thom- 
as H. Wood, appointed to labor 
ior twenty weeks in the District 
of Maine. 

Your Missionaries in the state 
of New-York performed their 
service, Mainly, in the counties 
of Chenango and Onondago.— 
Jn the early part of their mis- 
sion they enjoyed such health 
as to pursue their work without 
interruption and with much ac- 
uvity, laboring abundantly not 
only on the Lord's day but on 
other days with an attentive and 
grateful people, whose lips ut- 
terec the praises of God for the 
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to the society for their affection- 
ate concern for the interests of 
immortal souls, who were either 
pining for the bread of Christian 
ordinances, or were perishiny 
for lack of knowledge. But the 
Trustees, with humble submis- 
sion, regret the rebuke of God’s 
providence, that for a number of 
weeks, your able and faithful 
missionaries were much imped- 
ed in their work, by bodily in- 
firmities and disease, and by the 
prevalence of sickness, with the 
advice of physicians, were com- 
peiled to leave their service and 
return home before the expira- 
tion of their term. 

Mr. Hinsdale was in your ser- 
vice eleven weeks and one day. 
Mr. Hayes, who commenced his 
mission earlier in the season, 
was in your service fifteen weeks 
and three days. 

Rev. Mess. Gould and Wood 
were employed for twenty weeks 
in thenorthern parts of the coun- 
ties of York and Cumberland, 
now Oxford, and on the eastern 
borders of the county of Kenne- 
beck. Through divine goodness 
they, in general, enjoyed good 
health, and were able to prose- 
cute their mission, through the 
whole of their term, with an ac- 
tivity and perseverance which 
manifested how much their 
hearts were in their work, and 
how well placed was the confi- 
dence of the Trustees in their 
integrity and ability for such ar- 
duous employments. 

It might gratify the inquisi- 
tive and pious mind to follow, in 
our narrative, each of our wor- 
thy missionaries, both eastward 
and westward, throughthe whole 
progress of their zealous and 
well chosen labors for the good 
of our brethren in remote and 
destitute parts of the country. 
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But the sameness of their in- 
structions and o 
and the sameness 
desires to do good to 
svuls, will render a more gener- 
al view of their labors sufficient 
for the information of the socie- 
ty, and prevent a report too pro- 
lix for the present occasion. 

Your Missionaries have the 
testimony of the people, where 
they have been employed, to 
their constancy, skill and fideli- 
ty in the discharge of their min- 
istry. In almost every settle- 
ment which they have visited, 
your missionaries found a ready 
disposition to receive them, and 
cordially to welcome and attend 
their ministrations, excepting 
when they were prevented from 
assembling tor lectures by the 
urgent toils of harvest. And 
What may animate your hopes 
for the future, and enkindle your 
present thi 
your missionaries assure us that 
God generally gave the people 

an hearing ear, and in many in- 
stances they appeared to have 
an understanding heart. 

Besides the duties of the Sab- 
bath, which were often perform- 
ed in three distinct exercises, 
many lectures were preached on 
other days, so many, that one 
could hardly suppose their bodi- 
ly strength to be equal to théir 
labors. These lectures were 
attended by goodly 
devouthesarers. Your missiona- 
ries administered, as opport ini- 
ties presented, the Christia 
craments of bapti sm 
Lord’s supper. hey 
visited schools and pr 
and instructed children. 
‘rhey went from house to house 
mcuicating the important duties 
of personal and 1 
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the society’s books added much 
to their other labors. 

The experience and _ obserya- 
tion of missionaries and the re- 
peated written testimony of the 
inhabitants of the new settle. 
ments prove the wisdom of send- 
ing pious books to be distributed 
among the people. The nume- 
rous books sent by the society 
have been received with muci 
avidity and joy; the recipients 
feel a peculiar gratitude for this 
mode of expressing the Christian 
benevolence of their distant 
brethren. The most happy and 
permanent effects are stated to 
arise from the instructions 
which those pious writings im- 
part. Public worship, Sanuily 
prayer and personal religion 
have, through the co-operation 
of the Holy Spirit, been greatly 
encouraged and promoted by 
the bibles and pious writings 
sent by this and’ other societies. 
Past success, attending _ this 
method of advancing christian 
knowledge and practice, -cannot 
fail to encourage and animate 
the future liberalities and €xer- 
tions of the society in the samc 
course. 

Ample testimonies from the 
inhabitants of the new settle- 
ments, joined to the uniform 
opinions of your missionaries 
lead to the conclusion, That mis- 
stonary labors are still greatly 
needed 3 that the necessities of the 
destitute inhabitants far excecded 
the means and exertions whici 
have hitherto been made by this 
and the other missionary instiiu- 
tions of this country and of bu- 

f Urgent motives and ar- 
guments, from duty atid com- 
passion, continue to prompt the 
libcralities, the labors and the 
importunate supplications of 


‘hris’s disciples, who, it 1s 
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hoped will persevere in contri- 
buting with a ready mind, of 
their worldly substance, and will 
daily besiege the throne of grace 
with their fervent prayers to the 
Lord of the harvest to raise up, 
qualify and send forth, still more 
abundantly, laborers into his har- 
vest. 

Tie present season, six preach- 
ers are employed in the service 
of the society. Rev. Payson 
Williston and Rev. Thomas H. 
Wood, for fifteen weeks in the 
counties of Chenango and Onon- 
dago, ia the state of New-York ; 
and Mr. Royal Phelps, a candi- 
date for the ministry, is to labor 
for three weeks in the town of 
Adams, and for four weeks in 
the settlements called Camden, 
lying near lake Ontario in the 
same state. These gentlemen 
have arrived at the places of 
their destination and have nearly 
completed the terms of their 
service. 

But our communications from 
them are so few as to make it 
impracticable to give much in- 
formation concerning them. The 
Trustees, however, can state that 
they are in health and have en- 
tered upon their work with hap- 
py tokens for good, and are cor- 
dially welcomed by the people 
io whom they are sent. 

Rev. Joseph Field, Rev. John 
Dutton, and Mr. Samuel Sewal, 
are engaged in missionary la- 
bors in the counties of Oxford 
and Kennebec in the district of 
Maine. Mr. Field for sixteen 
weeks, Mr. Dutton for twenty 
weeks, and Mr. Sewal for eigh- 
teen weeks, From them less 
information has been received 
than from the missionaries in 
New-York ; but the Trustees are 
happy to say, that in health and 
with animated courage they have 

Vor. VI. No. 5. 
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commenced their labors, and are 
joyfully received by the people. 
The narrative of the labors of 
our missionaries, for the present 
season, must be deferred until 
the next annual report. In the 
mean time, the Trustees, from 
a confidence in the piety, zeal, 
and capacity of your missiona- 
ries, anticipate happy effects 
from their ministrations and 
from the prayers of the society 
and the numerous friends of our 
benevolent institution ; they an- 
ticipate from Christ, the source 
of gracious influences, blessings 
upon the missionaries, upon the 
people they may visit, and upon 
a multitude of perishing sinners. 

The books of the society for 
the four past years have been 
sent for distribution nearly in an 
equal proportion into the state 
of New-York and the district of 
Maine. They comprise 220 bi- 
bles, 591 other bound books, and 
6254 pamphiets and small reli- 
gious tracts. ‘To this report is 
annexed a document No I. show- 
ing what books have been sent 
each year for distribution, and in 
the same document will be found 
a list of the books which remain 
on hand for future use. 

In another document No. IT. 
is contained an account of the 
monies which have been receiv- 
ed since the last annual report, 
by which it appears that there 
have been paid to the funds of 
the society, 


From severaltownsand 

parishes in the coun- 

ty, S860 91 
From the new settle- 


ments in New York, 32 62 
From thelegacy of Rev. 

Noah Atwater, 80 00 
From sundry individu- 

als outofthe county, 27 00 
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From the prefits alrea- 

dy obtained on the 

sale of Doddridge’s 

rise and progress, 

From the sale of other 
books, 

From the charitable 
female association in 
the county, 

Making in the whole 
the sum of, 

The expenditures of 

the society the year 

past have amounted 

to, 963 29 

The several items of which 
account are comprised in a doc- 
ument No. III. appended to this 
report. 

The state of the treasury may 
be seen in the report of the soci- 
cty’s committee for auditing the 
treasurer’s accounts--Document 
No. IV. ‘There are in the hands 


of the. committee the sum of 


$ 151 95, reserved for the pur- 
pose of paying what remains due 
to the missionaries. Accounts 
of which will be lodged in the 
treasury the next year. 

As far as can be ascertained 
from the imperfect returns made 
from the several towns and par- 
ishes, there remains due at the 
present time on the annuities 
subscribed, the sum of 170 dol- 
lars.* 

It is necessary for an accurate 
adjustment of the society’s ac- 
counts that returns should be 
made of all new subscriptions, 
donations or annuities pledged 
to the funds since the first re- 
turns. In this way only, can the 
cominiitee discharge their duty 

— 


* It is not, however, expected that 
the whole of this sum will be realized, 
in collection, owing to a change of 
circumstances in several of the sub- 
scribers. 





[Nov, 


in entering the annuities and do- 
nations on the books, together 
with the names of the benefac. 
tors where ihey are known ; 
this entry being required by the 
act of incorporation. The min. 
isters of the respective parishes, 
or some other benevolent friends 
of the institution, are earnestly 
requested to make such returns 
both of the donations and the do- 
nors, to the annual committee 
of the Trustees, as early as may 
be convenient. The document 
No. V. contains an account of 
the sums paid to the funds of the 
society by the charitable female 
association, in this county, and 
of the disposition which has been 
made of the monies received. 

The Trustees report to the 
society, and particularly to the 
liberal subscribers of the chari- 
table female association, that, by 
an examination of the accounts 
of the monies added to the funds 
by the contributions of that asso- 
ciation, effectual aids have been 
afforded to the operations of the 
society, and that the most sub- 
stantial benefits are to be expect- 
ed in future from that pious in- 
stitution. 

The sums contributed this 
vear have exceeded, considera- 
bly, the expenditures for bibles 
and other books ; but this excess 
is to be attributed not only to 
the number of books on hand, 
but more particularly to the large 
appropriations which had been 
previously made for the pur- 
chase and distribution of books. 
Rev. Mr. Atwater’s legacy of 
eighty dollars, was, by the testa- 
tor, appropriated to the purchase 
of books, and the profits arising 
from the sale of the edition of 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress 
was consecrated to the same pul- 
pose, and $ 82 70 have already 
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veen applied from the profits in| 
the purchase of books. ‘I’hese 
payments have anticipated large 
expenditures from the funds ef 
the female association, but no 
such considerable aids are ex- 
pected in future. And a large 
purchase of five or six hundred 
of Vincent’s Explanation of the 
Shorter Catechism, for distribu- 
tion, out of an edition soon to be 
printed, the purchase of bibles 
and several other books, will ren- 
der large appropriations and ex- 
penditures necessary. It is there- 
fore hoped, that the benevolent 
charities of the female associa- 
tion will be continued, that the 
other resources of the society 
may be applied to the support of 
missionariese The Trustees ex- 
press their gratitude to the char- 
itable female association, and f- 
ducially rely upon the mercy of 
God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that in answer to the 
prayers and liberalities of the 
aughters of our Zion, the long 
espected and blessed period will 
be hastened when the seed of 
the woman shall bruise, effectu- 
ally, the serpent’s head. 

_A view of the state of the so- 
ciety’s funds affords matter of 
encouragement and of ardent 
thanksgiving to God, who has put 
itinto the hearts of his people 
to take of the wealth which he 
has given them and to conse- 
crate it to the interests of his 
kingdom. 

Let the society and those who 
‘avor its pious designs joyfully 
say, “ Litherto the Lord hath 
helted us.’ Let them take 
courage to pursue their work 
with renewed ardor, and with a 
humble, stedfast hope in God, 
that he will more and more in- 
crease the means of sending the 
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mot= and destitute settlements 
of our country ; and that he will 
open a wide door, and effectual 
to increase Christian knowledge 
among our countrymen, and in 
due time, among the pagan 
tribes which surround our bor- 
ders. 

Hopeful symptoms, it is tho’t, 
presage the approaching con- 
version of some of the savages 
of the wilderness, to Christ. It 
will certainly be a happy preps- 
ration for their ingathering to 
our Redeemer, when the people 
who inhabit eur frontier settle- 
ments, shall imbibe the spirit of 
Jesus, and shall be made obedi- 
ent to his gospel, and thus, by 
their example, allure pagans to 
revere the name and religion of 
Immanuel. 

Every friend to Zion is ep- 
treated to put his hand to this 
work of the Lord, and cheerfully 
to come and deposit his offer- 
ings in the treasury of Christ, 
that so, means may be amply 
provided for repairing the walls 
of our Jerusalem, and enlarging 
the boundaries of Zion. How 
can men believe, unless they 
hear? How can they hear, with- 
out a preacher ? How can prea- 
chers be obtained by the numer- 
ous, scattered, and divided set- 
tlements of our country, unless 
we, and others, like minded, 
apprepriate a portion of our 
property, and lend our unwea- 
ried attention to this good work 
of sending able and pious mis- 
sionaries amon; them, to make 
known to them the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God, and 
the gospel of our salvation ?— 
What purpose equally valuable 
as that of procuring gospel in- 
structions for perishing sinners, 
can lay claim to our worldly sub 





light of gospel truth into the re- 
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By the gospel, we and others 
experience a blessing in the 
things of this life. By the gos- 
pel alone can we learn the way 
of peace with God, and obtain a 
blessed immortality in heaven. 

The Trustees report to the 
society their opinion, that it is 
highly expedient that their liber- 
alities be continued and increas- 
cd from time to time, and that 
it be requested of the several as- 
semblies of congregationalits and 
presbyterians in the county to 
make a public contribution to 
the funds of the society, upon 
the next annual thanksgiving, or 
upon some Lord’s day near that 
time, as shall be found most 
convenient ; and that this report 
be read in the several congrega- 
tions at some suitable time pre- 
vious to such contribution. 

In ways of charity to ourbreth- 
ren may we not humbly hope, 
through the merits of Christ, for 


the efiusions of divine grace up- 
on ourselves and our children? 
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That of the necessary good 
things of this life we shall re- 
ceive such a bountiful supply, in 
providence, that we may be more 
and more able to bestow, from 
year to year, abundantly, for the 
help and salvation of others, who 
are deprived of the rich privi- 
leges which we enjoy. And all 
the praise and thanksgiving shall 
be ascribed to that gracious God 
and Saviour who hath moved 
us to take of his own and give 
it unto him. Amen. 

In the name of the Trustees, 


Sam. Hopkins, Vice-Pres, 


At a meeting of the Society, 
Northampton, Aug. 29, 1805— 
Read, accepted and ordered to 
be printed and distributed to the 
several ministers of the congre- 
gational and presbyterian par- 
ishes, and also to the several 
branches of the charitable fe- 
male association in this county. 


Attest, Enocn Hare, 


tec. Sec. firo tem, 


No. I. 


Rooks sent for disivibution in the New-Seitlements, viz. 


‘Holy Bibles, 

Doddridge’s Address to the 
Master of a Family, 

Asse biy’s Shorter Catechism, 

Janeway’s Token for Children, 

Select Sermons, 


1802, 1803, 1804, 1805 


72 864 §2 72 


500 100 400 120 
1000 

69 

15 5 10 


Lathrop’s God’s Chailenge to Infidels, 19 
‘Trustees’ Instructions and Address, 80 48 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, &c. 2 68 


}uller’s Gospel its own Witness, 


}.athrop’s six Sermons, 
Do. Vol. on Ephesians, 


Do. Sermons on Christian Sabbath, 


Do. On Stedfastness in Religion, 


Do. Before the Society, 


Lyman’s do. before the Convention, 
Willianis’ do. before the Convention, 
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Trustees’ Report for 1802, 60 20 30 
Hemmenway’s Sermon to Children, 130 100 50 
Extracts from life of Henry, 100 8699 
Familiar Instructions, 100 50 
Two Shoemakers, 6 
Vivian’s Dialogues, 1000 7 6 
Whitaker’s Address, &c. 50 36. 30 
Plain Truths, 132 
Repository Tracts, No. 7, 8, 18 
Friendly Visit to the House of 

Mourning, 20 26 6 
Doddridge’s Sermon on the care 

of the Soul, 562 150 
Do. on Education, l 
Coleman’s Incomprehensibleness 

of God, 24 50 
Watts’ Psalms and Hymns, 12 
Do. Advice to a Young Man, 50 24 
Do. Divine Songs for Children, 50 50 
Janeway’s Heaven upon Earth, ; I 
Taggart on Perseverance, ss TS 
Trustees’ Report for 1803, 48 50 
Best way for defending the Bible, 100 100 
Life of Faith, 35° 25 
Warning against Drunkenness, 3 «18 
All’s for the best, 50 (25 
Lathrop on the Church, | 6 10 
Davison’s Sermons, 100 50 
Trustees’ Report for 1804, 7 
Hale’s Sermon before the society, 

1804, 120 
Emerson’s ordination sermon of 

Rev. Mr. Wood, 50 
Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, 240 
Osgood on Baptism, 12 
Address from a Stranger, 50 

1746 1441 2230 1648 
—p+e—— 

List of Books remaining on hand for future use, viz. 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, No, 522 
Do. Care of the Soul, 470 
Do. Address to the Master of a Family, 751 
Lathrop’s six Sermons, 150 
Do. on the Christian Sabbath, 560 
Religious Tradesman, 4 
Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, 480 
Hemmenway’s Discourse to Children, 90 
Address from a Stranger, 50 
Best way to defend the Bible, 258 
Watts’ Divine Songs for Children, 14 


J : , " , 
Do. Advice toa Young Man, a 
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Coleman’s Incomprehensibleness of God, 50 
Catechisms, 24 
Davison’s real Christian, 48 
All’s for the Best, 25 
Lyman’s Sermon before the Convention, 3 
Emerson’s ordination Sermon, 30 
Hale’s Sermon before the society, 130 
Trustees’ Report for 1802, “¥ 16 

Do. Do. for 1803, 118 

Do. Do. for 1804, 200 

Do. Instructions and address, 281 
Whole number of copies, 4110 
Bound books, 586 
Pamphlets and Tracts, 3574 


4110 

To these must be added a donation from Mrs. Mary Adams, of 
Northampton, of the following tracts, viz. 1 Plain truths; 1 Porte- 
us on distributing tracts ; 1 Joseph discovering himself to his breth- 
ren ; 11 Address from a stranger ; 8 Best way to defend the bible ; 
2 Vivian’s dialogues ; 2 Whitaker’s address ; 9 Advice to a young 
man; 1 Davison’s real Christian; 2 Hemmenway’s sermon to 
children ; 3 Bowle’s last illness ; 23 Life of faith; 1 A choice drop 
of honey; 1 Lathrop on the Church. 


No. Il. 
Monies received for the funds of the Hampshire Missionary Society 
Jor 1805. 


Names of the towns. D. c.] Plainfield, 

Amherst, Ist par. 35 33 | Shelburne, 

Amherst, 2d par. 2 Southampton, 

Ashfield, 17 90] Southwick, 

Belchertown, 11 19] South-Hadley, 

Charlemont, 19 60] Springfield, Ist par. 

Chesterfield, 5 Sunderland, 

Colrain, 2 Westhampton, 

Conway, 38 83 | Westfield, 21 60 
Deerfield, 28 West Springfield, ist par. 3 20 
Easthampton, 13 44) Whately. 16 15 
Granby, 10 50} Williamsburgh, 45 56 
Granville, middle par. il Worthington, 28 50 
Granville, west par. 5 — 


Greenfield, 5 Total towns, 860 91 
Hadley, 52 


Hatfield, 69 New-Settlements, New-York. 
Hawley, 14 D 
Heath, 11 46) Pompey, 
Leverett, | Marcellus Ell, 
J.ongmeadow, 40 42| Marcellus Creek, 
Northampton, 73 Marcellus Lake, 
Norwich, 2 Tully, 


_— 


Palmer, ”) 
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Herkimer, 
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On the sale of books, 3 83 
Total from female Associa- 
tion, 278 89 





Total receipts. 1365 95* 





* Several sums were received for 
the funds of the society, after the re- 
port was draughted, from the charita- 
ble female association and other do- 
nors which could not be inserted, but 
will be noticed in the next annual re- 
port. 





1805.] 

Camden, 6 

Fabius upper settlements, 2 57 

Total new settlements, 32 62 
Names of Persons. 

Rev. Noah Atwater’s 

(of Westfield) legacy, 80 

Charles P. Phelps, Esq. 

Boston, 12 
John Tappan, do. 10 
Thaddeus Osgood, 

Methuen, 5 
On the profits of the sale of 

Dodridge’s rise, &c. 82 70 

No. 


Ill. 


Account of exfrenditures of the Hampshire Missionary Society, be- 
tween August meeting, 1804, and do. 1805. 
To paid missionaries employed 1804, balance due, $ 276 14 viz. 


To Rev. Vinson Gould, 

‘To Rev. Thomas H. Wood, 
To Rev. Theodore Hinsdale, 
To Rev. Joel Hayes, 


§ 105 00 
72 
39 14 
60 00 





276 14 


To paid missionaries employed 1805 in advance, $ 392 00 Viz. 


To Rev. John Dutton, 

To Rev. Joseph Vield, 

To Mr. Samuel Sewal, 

fo Rev. Payson Williston, 
To Rev. Thomas H. Wood, 
To Mr. Royal Phelps, 


To paid for printing and purchase of books, 


72 Bibles, 
140 Rise and Progress, 


$ 80 
80 
72 
75 
60 
25 





392 
S252 45 viz. 
$49 75 

60 20 


100 Coleman’s Incomprehensibleness, 22 50 
720 Connecticut Evangelical Mag. ———- 80 


500 Annual Report, 


20 00 


300 Hale’s Sermon before the society, 14 00 
100 Emerson’s sermon at Mr. 


Wood’s Ordination, 


To paid for stationary, 
odo. for a corporation seal, 


Yor boxes and transport of books, 


To postage of letters, 
'o entertaining the Committees, 





6 00 
252 45 
1 75 
8 50 
14 09 
5 52 
i2 83 1-2 





963 281-2 
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The Committee appointed by the Hampshire Missionary Soci. 
ety, at their meeting at Northampton, August, 1894, to examine 
into and report to the society the state of the Treasurer’s accounts, 
beg leave to report as follows : 

Having examined the Treasurer’s books, find his accounts 
well vouched and right-cast, and that there is now in the Treasury 
in money, the sum of $ 17 901-2 
Also in promissory notes with good security, 

the sum of 1g01 23 


Amounting to 1819 13 1-2 
The Treasurer has paid out by order of the 
Committee of Trustees the past year, 717 551-2 
Asa WuiTrTeE, 
NaTHANIEL Ety, 
Northampton, August 28, 1805. 


‘ Committee. 


No. V. 


Monies received from the charitable female association, for 1805, viz. 

Towns. Db. & Towne. D.C. 
Amherst, Ist parish, 14 00}; Plainfield, 4 $9 
Claremont, 7 76} Southampton, 28 96 
Chester, 15 25 | South-Hadley, 11 44 
Cummington, 6 00] Westampton, 22 25 
Deerfield, 19 34] Westfield, 9 64 
Granville, middle parish, 10 50] West-Springfield,1 parish, 13 00 
Hadley, 24 88) Williamsburgh, 10 50 
Hatfield, ’ 18 07 278 88 
Hawley, 5 50 —— 
Longmeadow, 20 07 | Bal. of last year in Treas. 43 41 
Northampton, 32 33 
Norwich, 4 50 





An account of monies expended out of the fund of the female ass0- 
ciation since the last Report, viz. 
For 72 Bibles, 49 75 
For 165 copies of the Trustees’ Report 1804, taken for 
distribution, 11 00 
For 300 Hale’s sermon before the society, 14 00 
For 100 Emerson’s sermon at Mr. Wood’s ordination, 6 00 
Expense for boxes and transporting books, 14 09 
a 
Total expenditure, 1805, 87 84 
Deposited in the Treasury, 234 451-2 
ani 


322 291-2 
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Oficers of the Hampshire Missionary Society, appointed at their an- 
nual meeting the last Thursday in August, 1805. 


His Excellency Caleb Strong, 
Esq. President. 

Rey. Sam’i Hopkins, p. p. Vice 
President. 

Trustees. 

Hon. John Hastings, Esq. 

Rev. Joseph Lathrop, p. pb. 

Hon. Ebenezer Hunt, Esq. 

Rev. Joseph Lyman, p. b. 

Justin Ely, Esq. 

Rev. Solomon Williams, 

William Billings, Esq. 

tev. David Parsons, p. pD. 

Charles Phelps, Esq. 


Rev. Richard S. Storrs, 


Ruggles Woodbridge, Esq. 
Treasurer. 

Rev. Enoch Hale, Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 


Rey. Payson Williston, Record- 
ing Secretary. 

Standing Committee of the Trus- 
tees. 

Rev. Joseph Lyman, p. p. 

Rev. Solomon Williams, 

William Billings, Esq. 

Charles Pheips, Esq. 

Rev. Enoch Hale. 





AMImoir of Mrs. Clarinda Pren- 
tice, 


\ RS. Prentice was a daugh- 

ter of Mr. James and 
Mrs. Reliance Kasson, of Beth- 
lem, Connecticut. She was 
born January 29, 1778, and was 
narriedto Mr. Prentice, June 5, 
804. On the 31st of March, 
1805, she was delivered of a son, 
and realized the truth of the de- 
claration, “ In sorrow shalt thou 
bring forth.’ Her symptoms 
for some time were not thought 
tobe alarming ; but she con- 
tinued gradually to decline, and 
her difficulties terminated in a 
consumption. She died on the 
“5th of May, after having ex- 
perienced severe bodily pain for 
about seven weeks. 

_Mrs. Prentice’s natural powers 
oi mind were much above me- 
diocrity. She had an uncom- 
mon taste for human and divine 
knowledge, which she assiduous- 
ly cultivated. Her conduct in 
the various relations which she 
‘stained was highly commend- 
able. She was dutiful, affection- 
tte, benevolent and faithful as a 





She was peculiarly successful ia 
conciliating the affections of all 
within the circle of her acquaint- 
ance. But her greatest excel- 
lence was her attachment to the 
Redeemer and his glorious gos- 
pel. Asa Christian she shone 
with uncommon lustre for sev- 
eral years, and on the bed of 
death, and at the closing scene, 
her exercises and prospects were 
such as few have experienced, 
or witnessed, in this vale of tears. 
A more particular account of 
her life and death, will appear 
in the sequel. 

The following is extracted 
from anarrative of her father’s 
family which she wrote several 
years before her death. Before 
she introduces her own charac- 
ter and exercises, she observes 
upon the tendency and influence 
of speculative faith, “ It is not 
more certain that night and day 
succeed each other, than thata 
wrong faith will influence the 
life and produce a bad practice. 
We (meaning herself and the 
family with which she was Con- 
nected) practically said unto the 
Most High, depart from us, for 


child, sister, neighbor and wife. | we desire not the knowledge of 


Vox. VI. No. 5. 
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thy ways. But glory to Ged, 
whose tender mercies are over 
all his works!—When we lay 
in the open field; when there 
was no eye to pity or arm to 
save ; his own arm brought sal- 
vation. Tho’ in a litthey wrath 
he hid his face from us, yet in 
great mercy he gathered us. 
Thou, O Lord, art able to lead 
the blind in a way which they 
have not known, to bow the most 
stubborn will, and to soften the 
most obdurate heart at the foot 
of the cross. God manifested 
designs of mercy toward myself, 
the degenerate plant of a strange 
vine. I began to be seriously 
impresseu about the age of eigh- 
teen. Conscience thundered, Si- 
nai flamed ; and I could find no 
rest day nornight. I flew to se- 
eret prayer, and often found my 
frames such as much relieved 
my conscience ; the relief of 
which was the main design of 
attending to religious duties. 
Having long been inclined to 
think and speak lightly of awa- 
kenings, and of the concerns of 
the soul, I resolved to conceal 
my Teelings as much as possible, 
and though I imagined I hada 
new taste for public worship, 
and experienced a sort of pleas- 
ure in reading the bible ; yet 
my ideas were very confused 
and indistinct respecting the way 
of salvation thro’ Jesus Christ, 
having received butlittle instruc- 
tion in doctrinal points. At 
times I felt my heart much op- 
posed to what are commonly 
denominated the doctrines of 
grace ; but hearing a sermon 
which so clearly exhibited the 
propriety of God’s being a sove- 
reign, and finding my reason in 
such a good measure convinced, 
I resolved never more openly to 
eppose the doctrine. Being in 
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the habit of disputing with a 
near relative upon religious sub- 
jects, I often advocated the doc- 
trine of the divine decrees. I was 
not however so firmly on the 
side of God and of religion, as 
to be willing to risk my reputa- 
tion in the gay circle, by refus- 
ing tocomply with solicitations 
to youthful amusements., Ac- 
cordingly, when a ball was ap- 
pointed, and I invited among 
others, I interrogated myself as 
follows :—Shall I go and hazard 
the loss of my soul, and expose 
myself to the pains of eternal 
damnation ? or shall I stay at 
home, and lose the friendship of 
the world, which has hitherto 
been dearer to me than life ? It 
is true, I could wish they would 
not dance now; but no one at 
present knows my feelings. It 
may be they will vanish soon, 
and I must endeavor to keep the 
world on my side; for perhaps 
I shall never gain religion, and 
like Naaman, I said, the Lord 
pardon thy servant in this. Af- 
ter I had endeavored to implore 
the divine blessing, I wentto the 
ball, and was as gay as the gay- 
est. But an abused conscience 
will not always sleep. I had no 
sooner returned home and re- 
tired to rest, than this faithful 
monitorasserted his rights in the 
most commanding terms. In- 
stead of rest and the syren song 
of festivity and joy, I felt an in- 
supportable weight of guilt, 
which appeared to me a sure 
earnest of the wrath of God, and 
of the worm that never dies. Be- 
ing unable to conceal my emo- 
tions from my sister, who slept 
with me, and who had been par- 
taking of the same amusement, 
she énquired after the cause and 
whether I was sick. I put her 
off with a slight answer, and with 
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care concealed my real feelings. 
Not long after this, I began to 
jose my serious impressions, and 
found that I could go counter to 
the dictates of conscience with 
iess pain than formerly. At 
times however, I was alarmed at 
my stupidity, and felt the most 
poignant distress upon hearing of 
some remarkable providence or 
awakening sermon. ‘The world 
never performed agreeably to its 
promises, and as to a future 
world, the prospect was horri- 
ble and gloomy ; a fearful look- 
ing for of yadgment and fiery in- 
dignation. Still 1 was in pur- 
suit of happiness ; and my ar- 
" dor did not abate, but took fresh 
courage at disappointment. I 
resolved upon a more steady and 
useful lime of conduct ; and be- 
came very economical of my 
time, improving as much of it in 
reading and writing as possible. 
That I might lay a better foun- 
dation for improvement, I spent 
several months at a respectable 
boarding school in a neighboring 
parish, where I endeavored to 
be fashionably religious, which 
in effect is to possess no reli- 
gion atall. After this I was en- 
gaged in school-keeping and do- 
mestic duties, not fully persuad- 
ed of the truth of the divine de- 
claration, that “the friendship 
of the world is enmity with 
God. “ But hearing of awaken- 
ings ina number of the towns 
adjacent, I became solicitous 
with regard to myself, while I 
found I was trifling upon the 
brink of eternal ruin. I was 
much affected with accounts 
from abroad, and felt a most 
earnest desire that the same spi- 
rit of enquiry might become 
prevalent in my native place — 
On a certain occasion, while con- 





versing with a woman, who was 
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much of the same stamp with 
myself, as it respected scrious 
impressions, I told her that I had 
been for a considerable time un- 
usually hardened; that I had 
much reason to fear I had so 
slighted the invitations of the 
gospel, and grieved the Spirit of 
God ; that I was left to be filled 
with my own devices ; that like 
Ephraim of old, I was joined to 
idols, and that the Lord had said, 
Jet her alone. Upon this, she 
said she believed she had a book 
which would suit my case, which 
was Doddridge’s Rise and Pro- 
gress of Religion in the Soul. 
It was indeed a welcome mes- 
senger. It spake directly to the 
conscience, and leit me wholiy 
without excuse. The justice 
of God appeared ina new 
and unusually striking point of 
light. 1 saw a beauty in this 
divine attribute, that God would 
be for ever glorious, and that the 
holy inhabitants of heaven might 
well shout alleluiah, if I were 
sentenced to eternal damnation. 
Although I had long found that 
my sins had made a separating 
wall between God and my own 
soul, and I could neither pray 
nor weep ; yct now I found the 
partition broken down, and that 
I could enter in by the door into 
the sheepfold, saying, whose joy 
is like unto my joy, for it is the 
joy of penitence. Like Mary, I 
found no luxury like that of 
washing the feet of Jesus with 
tears, and wiping them with the 
hairs of my head. I was una- 
ble to stipulate any conditions ; 
for I was absolutely insolvent, 
and like the prodigal son, could 
only plead to be admitted into 
the family as an hired servant. 
I resolved by the assisting grace 
of God, let others do what they 
would, I would serve the Lord. 
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Christ appeared the chief among 
ten thousands and altogether 
lovely. The plan of redemption 
appeared glorious indeed,—wor- 
thy the triune God. I had new 
views with regard to the holy 
bible. It came home fraught 
with internal evidence of its di- 
vinity and energetic power upon 
the heart. Ino longer needed 
the aid of philosophy or the 
powers of eloquence to recom- 
mend it ; for I had received “the 
white star, and in the star anew 
name written, which no man 
knoweth saving he that receiv- 
eth it.” 

“ I was left to reflect with 
shame upon my past conduct, 
in treating religion, the one thing 
needful, with such neglect. I 
was much affected with this and 
similar texts of scripture :— 
“ Whosoever shall be ashamed 
of me and of my words, in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him also shall the Son of man 
be ashamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” I was convinced 
that I had long loved the praise 


of men more than the praise of 


God ; but now after having re- 
peatedly and with the utmost se- 
riousness and sincerity of my 
soul, dedicated myself to God, I 
resolved, through assisting grace 
and with the consent of the 
church, to make a public pro- 
fession of religion. I esteemed 
it not only a duty, but a pleasure 
far surpassing any thing I had 
ever experienced in the circles 
of the gay. As conferences were 
attended weekly at the mecting- 
house, I went one day with a res- 
olution to converse with my spir- 
itual guide before I returned. 
And how welcome was an invi- 
tation from him to any one who 
had an inclination to converse 
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with him upon religious topics ! 
I went in the fear and strength 
of the Lord, and found the affec- 
tion and tenderness of the dear- 
est of friends, who was appa- 
rently desirous of my temporal 
and eternal happiness. No ad- 
dition had been made to the 
church for a considerable time. 
Other good men appeared much 
affected with the narrative which 
I gave of my experiences, and 
replied, “ Clarinda, religion is a 
glorious reality, how much so- 
ever its professors may abuse it. 
If you are admitted into the 
church you must expect to com- 


mune with a set of imperfect. 


creatures. We wish you may 
excel in the Christian race. You 
must expect to be watched, and 
it is now of double importance 
how you behave yourself, before 
your former companions. Have 
you counted the cost of making 
a public profession ‘” To which 
I replied, I desire to take the 
professicn upon me, and think I 
am willing to suffer whatever 
may come in consequence. But 
I have renounced all confidence 
in myself; and unless the Lord 
work in me both to will and to 
do, I shall most surely wound 
the holy cause. It is by the 
grace of God, I am what I am. 
I think I know in whom I have 
believed, and that he is able to 
keep that which I have commit- 
ted to him against that day. On 
being told that I must make one 
sacrifice, viz. that’of attending 
balls ; I replied, that I judged 
from my present feelings it 
would be no sacrifice at all, and 
thet I had never found it so.” 
Soon after this, she united with 
the church of Christ in Beth- 
lem; and her subsequent con- 
versation and daily walk evinced 





the sincerity of the profession 
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she had made. The wonders of 
redeeming love, and the glories 
of sovereign grace furnished the 
subject of her most delightful 
contemplations, and a subject 
upon which she conversed with 
warm and rapturous emotions. 
Whilst she was teaching a schoo] 
in her native town, the season in 
which she obtained a hope, she 
hoarded a while in afamily where 
the sweets of religion had never 
been experienced ; where even 
the form of godliness was dis- 
carded, and where the head of 
the family not only appeared a 
stranger to vital piety, but éven 
warmly opposed to its essence. 
But her conversation and heav- 
enly demeanor soon had a pow- 
erful effect upon him. ‘They 
were the means which provi- 
dence employed to open his 
eyes. Hebecame a subject of 
deep conviction, and after long 
and painful struggling, he was 
hopefully brought out of dark- 
ness Into God’s marvellous light. 
ile set up family prayer, and 
soon after united with the 
church. Itis believed that God 
used her as an instrument of 
tilecting a lasting change in 
several others. She was ex- 
tremely fond of attending reli- 
gious meetings. She was rarely 
absent from public worship on 
ihe Lord’s day, or from confer- 
ences when it was possible to at- 
tend. Much of her time was 
spent in a careful and prayerful 
perusal of the inspired writings, 
and of the books from which di- 
vine knowledge was attainable. 
She often spake of the import- 
ance and efficacy of prayer, and 
It was judged from certain cir- 
cumstanses that she was often 
employed in that delightful duty, 
pouring out her soul to him who 
*eth in secret. She exhibited 
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the beauty and excellence of that 
“ charity which seeketh not her 
own.” The poor, especially 
those of Christ’s flock, can testi- 
fy to the Christian liberality 
with which she was actuated. 
She was employed in teaching 
school for several successive 
seasons, after she professed reli- 
gion, and took unwearied pains 
to instil just principles into the 
tender minds of her pupils. She 
imade it a constant practice for 
several seasons to pray with 
them daily, and toteach them 
the importance of remembering 
their Creator in early life. Deep- 
ly impressed with a sense of the 
worth of time, she endeavored 
to spend it in such a manner as 
to be enabled to give up her fi- 
nal account with joy. She was 
distinguished for the strictest 
economy,and a considerable part 
of what she procured by school- 
keeping and other means, was 
cheerfully devoted to charitable 
uses. The interests of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom lay wear her 
heart. For one in her circums 
stances she contributed hiverally 
for the promotion of the gospel. 
The readers of this will remem- 
ber, that in the 12th No. of the 
3d Vol. of the Connecticut Evan- 
gelical Magazine, a letter was 
addressed to the Trustces of the 
Missionary Society of Connecti- 
cut, by a Female Friend of Mis- 
sions. Mrs. Prentice was the 
author of that letter. 

She exhibited the practical 
power of godliness in an uncom- 
mon degree for several years. 
Believing that it was better to go 
to the house—ef mourning than 
to the house of feasting, she fre- 
quented houses of sorrow, ‘ad- 
ministered consolation to the 
sick and dying, and tenderly 
sympathized with those who 
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mourned. An attendance upon 
the ordinances of the gospel, 
particularly that of the sacra- 
mental supper, was a source of 
unspeakable joy to her soul. 
She observed stated times of 
fasting and prayer. The after- 
noon and evening before the Sab- 
bath, were generally set apart by 
her to prepare her for the solem- 
nities of that holy day. She gen- 
erally abstained from food that 
evening, and often remarked to 
those with whom she was inti- 
mate, that the most soul-satisfy- 
ing joys were fruits of such 
fasting, &c. 

Her faith was several times 
tried, a number of years before 
her last illness. She was afflict- 
ed with bodily indisposition, and 
apparently brought near the clos- 
ing scene. But her confidence 


in the faithfulness of God was 
anshaken. “ Her soul being fill- 
ed with virtue’s light, shone 
brightest in affliction’s night.” 


During a painful illness toward 
the close of the year 1799, she 
wrote to a friend thus, “ My dis- 
order increases, so that in all 
probability I shall not be permit- 
ted to taste the memorials of the 
dying love of Jesus the next 
Sabbath. Since I saw you! think 
I have conversed familiarly with 
a death-bed. I am willing to 
make my final exit. I have en- 
tombed the fear of death, the 
dread of every thing but the 
frown of God. I think there is 
nothing which binds me to earth, 
but when I say thus, don’t ima- 
gine it arises from discontent: 
no, not a moment but what 
comes fraught with a rich bles- 
sing. If I have any thing of 
which to complain, ’tis an un- 
grateful heart.” In the summer 
of 1801, she wasthought to be in 
aconsumptive state, and to be ra-| 
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pidly hastening to the period of 
dissulution. She then wrote to 
a friend as follows : “I presume 
there is not a creature that ip. 
habits this earth, who has great. 
er cause of gratitude than my- 
self. I count it among my chci- 
cest mercies that I am so much 
resigned to my present situa. 
tion. If the light and fatherly 
chastisement which I have been 
made to endure be a mean of sub- 
duing the corruptions of an ob- 
durate and idolatrous heart, I 
must count this one of the most 
precious seasons of my life.” 
Ina season when in tolerable 
health, she wrote thus: “ I hare 
but just returned from a confer- 
ence. I am too happy. Lan- 
guage must be more copious be- 
fore I can express my gratitude. 
My M—attended the conierence. 
She has been softening for some 
time past ; and she was this eve- 
ning dissoived in tears. What 
the event will be God only knows. 
Not three months since she op- 
posed with warmth. But the 
grace of God is sufficient for the 
chief of sinners; yes, for those 
of the first magnitude, or I 
should never have obtained mer- 
cy.” QOnanother occasion, she 
expressed herself in writing thus, 
“ My friend, I invite you to re- 
joice with me. I have for seme 
time been severely chastened, 
but trust I can say with sin- 
cerity, ‘I count it all joy that I 
have fallen into divers tempta- 
tions.’ Surely this is a morning 
to be remembered ; for I hum- 
bly hope I have been with Jesus. 
Last evening I attended a con- 
ference. © my friend, I can 
never be grateful enough for the 
affections with which I was then 
inspired. Unworthy wretch: 
canI ever forget the loving-kind- 
ness of the Lord, and again be 
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hard and unfeeling ? Yes, un- 
yess Jesus guard me continually. 
Here is my only hope. They 
alone who have felt the power of 
velivion, can understand when 
we talk of the rapturous emo- 
tions excited by a realizing view 
of ableeding, dying Saviour ; 
and shall I enquire why bestow- 
edupon unworthy me? The an- 
swer is plain, ‘ For the foulest of 
the foul he died.” The Most 
Highis asovereign and doth what 
he will with his own. Were I 
never to experience sweet com- 
munion till I had merited it by 
holy living, L should look for it 
in vain.’* 

When called in Providence to 
contemplate an important change 
of eircumstances, by entering 
the marriage state, she was deep- 
ly impressed with a sense of the 
greatness of the undertaking ; 
of the trials incident to that en- 
dearing connection, and of the 
iificulty of filling that station 
vith becoming dignity, which 
(emanded uncommon prudence, 
distinguished piety, and many 
other qualifications, natural and 
acquired. After her marriage 
and removal to Canaan, she was 
very assiduous to discharge with 
Christian fidelity, the interest- 
ing duties which devolved upon 
her. And she soon obtained the 
friendship and esteem of her 
neighbors and acquaintance toa 
high degree. Serious people 
particularly, found in her an a- 
greeable and instructive compan- 
ion. Iler conversation was ever 
upon religion, when circum- 
stances dictated the propriety of 
introducing it. And when she 
had been necessitated to spend 
considerable time among those 
who were “ careful and troubled 
about many things,” and who 
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needful,” she would often ob- 
serve, “ How painful to spend 
one’s precious time in conver- 
sing upon the trifles of this 
world ; how distressing to see 
dying creatures trifling upon the 
brink of the grave !” She was | 
very solicitous that saving and 
lasting benefits might accrue to 
the people of Canaan, from their 
enjoyment of the instituted 
means of grace. Her prayers 
to God for them were that they 
might be saved, that pure reli- 
gion might flourish among 
them. 

For a considerable time be- 
fore her last illness, it was strong- 
ly impressed upon her mind, 
that she should not survive the 
painful seence before her. She 
made arrangements accordingly, 
and endeavored to be in readi- 
ness for the coming of the Son 
ofman. From various incidents 
which took place about this 
time, and particularly from her 
conversation upon religion, 
death, and the solemnities of e- 
ternity, it appeared that she ex- 
pected soon to share the joys of 
a blessed immortality. On the 
first Sabbath of March, she at- 
tended public worship, and com- 
memorated the dying love of 
Jesus. It was a blessed season 
to her soul; and she expected 
it was the last of the kind which 
she should enjoy. A little be- 
fore her last sickness, and in 
the view of its approach, she 
with her husband spent a season 
of fasting and prayer, after which 
she anticipated her approaching 
scene of distress with uninter- 
rupted composure. When the 
hour of her distress arrived she 
appeared perfectly calm. God 
was evidently her refuge and 
strength ; a very present help 





disregarded the one thing 


in trouble. In the evening, to @ 





192 


female friend who was about to 
retire she said, “ In the wakeful 
hours of night, when you call 
your God to mind remember 
me.” After having endured un- 
commonly long and = severe 
pangs, she was at length deliver- 
_edof an apparently promising 
son. After herdelivery, she wept 
for joy,and being desired by one 
present, not to indulge her feel- 
ings so, she replied,“ Ican’t help 
it, Tam so rejoiced.” After her 
infant was dressed, and presented 
to her, by her husband, she ex- 
pressed her feelings 1. the words 
of Hannah, relative to Samuel, 
“ I desire to give him unto the 
Lord, all the days of his life.” 
In the evening after, when feed- 
ing the child, it strangled. All 
present, (excepting its mother) 
were much alarmed under an 
apprehension that it would nev- 
er breathe sgn. On being 
asked why she appeared so calm 
whilst others were alarmed, she 


replied, “I telt composed on 
this ground, knowing that if God 
saw fit to take it then, it was the 


best time, and I cheerfully re- 
signed it into his hands.” When 
the child was about twelve days 
old, it was judged expedient to 
put it out toa nurse, Mrs. Pren- 
tice being unable to keep and 
support it with proper nourish- 
ment. 

During a considerable part of 
her fatal illness, she was exercis- 
ed with acute bodily pain, which 
she endured with that Christian 
fortitude and resignation to di- 
vine disposals, which nothing 
but the presence of Jesus could 
afford. In the former part of 
her sickness she observed, that 
although her evidences of a un- 
ion to Christ were clear, yet she 
did not experience that joy and 
consolation, after which she as- 
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pired. She however manifeste; 

entire resignation to the will of 

heaven, and not a murmuring 

word escaped her lips. In fami- 

ly devotion she was much ani- 

mated, and by her request the 

scriptures were often read toher, 

Divine truth was sweeter to her 

taste, than honey or the honey 

comb. Contemplations upon 

the glorious scheme of redemp- 

tion, filled her soul with un- 

speakable joy. As she drew 

nearer the closing scene, her 

joys become more and more tri- 

umphant. The clouds which 

had partially obscured her pros- 

pects for short seasons, entirely 

vanished, and in some degree, 
like Stephen, she had an un- 
clouded view of the glories of 
that world to nego! she was 
hastening. ‘This scene of unin- 
terrupted joy piaiteninel the 
week before her death. Early 

one morning, in that week, she 
sent to her ‘husband who was 
sleeping in another room, desir- 
ing him to rise and pray with 
and for her. 

On his entering the room, she 
observed to him in words to this 
import. “ ] feel that I have but 
a short time to continue in this 
world. Some have doubtless 
been deceived, and have not dis- 
covered their deception ’till it 
was for ever too late. The tho’t 
of leaving the world, secure in 
a false hope, is insupportably 
dreadful. It is possible I may 
be deceived through the preva- 
lence of indwelling corruption, 
and the influence of a wicked 
and deceitful heart. I wish you 
therefore to pray for me, partic- 
ularly, that a holy God, may 
search my heart and try my 
reins, and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead m¢ 
in the way everlasting.” 
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Prayer was accordingly at- 
tended, at the close of which she 
appeared composed, cheerful, 
and joyful; and neverafter mani- 
fested the least anxiety through 
doubt or fear. She was raised 
entirely above the terrors of dis- 
solving natute. By her request 
several Psalms were sung, and 
prayer was frequently attended. 
Afier repeating the following in 
the i7th Psalm, the whole, by 
her request, was sung the day 
before her death. 
“This life’s a dream, 

show 3 
« But the bright world to which I ‘go, 
“ Hath joys, substantial and sincere, 
“When shall Il wake and find me 
there !” 


an empty 


In the afternoon previous to 
herdeath, she desired that her 
child might’ be brought home, 
thatshe might unite in its bap- 
tismal dedication to God. The 
child was brought accordingly, 
and Jaid upon her arm; when 
she observed to a number who 
had collected upon the occasion, 
“ loften dedicated this babe to 
God, even before it was born; 
and desire now, in the presence 
of my Christian friends, to unite 
in its baptismal dedication, be- 
fore my departure.” After this 
the solemn ordinance was ad- 
ministered. She then said to 
her husband, “ You must take 
away the sweet babe ; it is not 
mine, I have given it back to its 
Creator; and I am too feeble 
to see it any longer.” After 
kissing it for the last time, she 
concluded her maternal bene- 
diction in this affecting and im- 
pressive language, “ May the 
Father own it, the Son redeem 
it, and the Holy Ghost sanctify 
it!” During the whole of this 
most affecting scene, she was per- 
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with that joy, and peace in be- 
lieving, which this world can nci- 
ther give, nor take away. 

The following she addressed 
to different persons who were 
present in the course of the dav. 
To her husband she said, “ O 
my dear, my heart has been 


babe. It is the survivor that 
dies. In your daily walk, be 
sober and circumspect ; and re- 
member that your words are 
noticed, and your actions watch- 
ed. Should the child be spared, 
give him, if possible, a good ed- 
ucation. I wish, if it is God’s 
will, he may become a minister 
of the gospel. We have lived 
happily together; our prospects 
have been flattering ; but we 
must soon part. I hope to meet 
you in abeiter world. It has 
been my cndeavor to alleviate 
your sorrows, to brighten your 
enjoyments, and to assist you by 
prayer and counsel in the great 
work, assigned vou by Provi- 
dence. I cheerfully leave you 
in the hands of God. Trustin 
him through the Redeemer, and 
he. will never. forsake vou.— 
After a little time, you will fol- 
low me Be faithful, Oh, bs 
faithful unto death. ‘Tell the 
people of your charge that I 
have often fervently prayed for 
the success of a preached, gos- 
pel amongst them; that their 
spiritual welfare has lain near 
my heart; and that they can 
never find substantial joy, but in 
religion. I pray that my death 
may have a sanctified effect up- 
on this people ; thatit may be a 
mean of quickening Christians, 
and of alarming the secure, im- 
penitent and unbelieving.” Af- 
ter this she gave him, directions 
respecting the distribution of 
her clothes, and the regulation 
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of domestic concerns ; and spake 
particularly of the foretastes she 
then experienced of the joys of 
heaven ; of the employments of 
the just made perfect, and con- 
cluded in words to this import : 
“Tn a very little time, I shall be 
in the eternal world ; it is an un- 
tried state ; our views of it here 
are doubtless very imperfect. I 
shall soon see as I am seen, and 
know as I am known. I shall 
probably be aequainted with your 
circumstances after my depart- 
ure.” ‘This took place while 
none but herself and husband 
were in the room. She then ob- 
served that she wished to unite 
with him once more in prayer 
before any company was admit- 
ted. 

Before and after this she was 
visited by several to whom she 
communicated her feelings with 
freedom. Observing her moth- 
er weeping by her bed-side, she 
begged of her to desist, adding, 


** Mama, weep not for me; but 


for your other children. There 
is reason to believd you have 
those that are in an unrenewed 
state.” With proper expres- 
sions of respect, she then re- 
quested her and her husband’s 
mother, who was present, to re- 
new their covenant obligations ; 
to examine the foundation of 
their hope ; to adorn their Chris- 
tion frofession ; to be faithful in 
discharging the important duties 
of their stations, and to be in 
constant readiness for the sol- 
¢mn crisis of exchanging worlds. 
A sister who was present, with 
whom she had often taken sweet 
counsel, who was the only 
branch of the family that pro- 
fessed religion, excepting her- 

self, and whose soul was united 
to hers as Jonathan’s was to Da- 
vid’s, she exhorted to persevere + 
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in the Christian race, strivi ing for 
an incorruptible and immortal 
crown. Her sister then asked 
her if she had not something to 
say, which might be communi- 
cated to her brothers and sisters 
who were absent; she replied, 
“ © yes, tell them from me to 
begin a life of seligion now in 
youth ; ; tell them that I have en- 
joyed more in one hour on this 
sick bed, than in all the vain 
amusements of the world. Tell 
those (meaning two) who have 
heretofore been under serious 
impressions, and whose impres- 
sions have worn off, that they 
are in an awful condition ; and 
that it is infinitely important for 
them to choose the one thing 
needful inearly life.” To anum- 
ber of people who were present, 
she affectionately and tenderly 
addressed the following: “O 
my friends, religion is worth 
seeking; and you cannot ex- 
pect to enjoy the comforts of it, 
unless you seck it in humble sin- 
cerity.” She repeatedly spoke 
of the danger of procrastination, 
and of the importance of pre- 
paring for death while in health. 
She observed that it was proba- 
ble death-bed repentances were 
often insincere ; and that per- 
sons who were racked with pain 
and anguish, expecting hourly 
to be called before the bar of 
God, were in a miserable condi- 
tion to prepare for eternity. She 
observed that she never could 
be grateful enough that God had 
inclined her to seek religion in 
youth. She dwelt with rapture 
upon the distinguishing doc- 
trines of grace. Being asked if 
she had any dependence upon 
the appsrently holy life she had 
led, she replied, “ O no ; it is 


| all sovereign grace, from first to 
‘ last. 


Not uato me, O Lord, not 
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ynto me, but unto thy name give 
glory. The infinite love and 
houndless mercy of God, thro’ 
the Redeemer, are my only hope. 
Oh, my deceitful heart, my wick- 
ed heart ! Not by works of right- 
eousness which I have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved 
me by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost.” On being asked, if she 
was not afraid to die, consider- 
ing the solemn and endless con- 
sequences Which succeed that 
event, she replied, “ No ; why 
should I fear my departure? I 
have often dedicated myself and 
my all to God ; and he is faith- 
ful to fulfil his promises to all 
who trust in the merits of the 
‘edeemer. Why should I fear 
todie? * Death is the portal into 
bliss’ Jesus is mine, and I am 
lis. I know in whom I have 
believed ; and that I shall yet 
praise him for I shall see him as 
le is. He is able to keep that 
rhich I have committed to him 
against that day, and I cancheer- 
fully and cordially resign my all 
to his sovretgn disposal.” She 
repeated the following : 

“ Jesus can make a dying bed, 

Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 
Whilst on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe mylife out sweetlythere.” 


Being asked if she realized 
this, she replied, “ Ido, my dy- 
ing bed feels soft,” and then ad- 
ded with emphasis, “and sweet.” 
Soon after this, none but females 
being present, she desired that 
one of them might pray with 
her. As they declined through 
want of confidence, she observ- 
td,“ 1 think I have sufficient 
strength to perform the duty.” 
She then attempted it, but was 
soon interrupted by the return 
olmen into the room. While 
someyof her friends were speak- 





ing about her sickness, child, 
&c. she observed, “ I wish to 
hear no conversation but upon 
religion.” ‘To some persons pre- 
sent, expressing a wish that they 
might die with the same com- 
posure, joy, and triumph as she 
manifested ; she observed, “you 
must fray.” She strongly in- 
cuicated this interesting duty up- 
on all who desired the consola- 
tions of vital piety on the bed of 
death ; exhorting them at the 
same time to place no confi- 
dence in creature efforts as the 
ground of pardon and justifica- 
tion. 

To the wife of a neighboring 


clergyman, who with her hus- 


band visited her the afternoon 
before her death, she observed, 
“ T had calculated to enjoy much 
happiness in your society, and 
in that of others, for whom Il 
have peculiar attachment. We 
may appoint, but God often sees 
fit to disappoint.” After this, 
looking up with a smile which 
depicted on her countenance the 
angelic rapture of her soul, she 
said, * I do love Jesus.” She 
repeatedly observed that Chris- 
tians weuld generally die as they 
had lived ; and strongly recom- 
mended it to all to be watchful, 
prayerful, and heavenly-minded, 
and to adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour. 

She observed to this effect 
respecting impenitent sinners, 
“ Since I have lain upon this 
sick bed, my mind has been 
deeply impressed with a sense 
of the awful state of the impen- 
itent. How dreadful to fall se- 
cure and stupid in the hands of 
that God who is a consuming 
fire 1” 

She was a subject of partial 
derangement, a part of the night 
before her death. But in all her 
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jucid intervals, she appeared to 
be Filled with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. After she was 
struck with death, she was able 
to speak but once, answering in 
the ailirmative to the question, 
whether her faith, confidence 
and joy continued ?—The above 
is but a specitnen of what she 
uitered on the approach of the 
pale messenger. No essential 
alteration has been made in the 
language attributed to her. In 
one or two instances, slight ad- 
ditions have been made to iilus- 
trate sentiments, which, by rea- 
son of extreme bodily weakness, 
she expressed too laconically to 
be readily comprehended, by 
persons who were not present 
at the interesting scene. 
(‘Yo be continued.) 
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DEAR DAUGHTER, 


yo you possess a calm and 
composed mind, and a 


healthy and flourishing soul? 
Have you much of God’s gra- 
cious presence? Do you ieel 
liberty, accompanied with very 
deep humility, in prayer? Do 
the views you have of God’s 
perfections render the.contem- 
plation and worship of him the 
delight of your heart ? Do those 
Views excite in your heart a con- 
stant, growing care and endeavor 
to please him and approve your- 
soli to him in ail your conduct, 
moral and religious? Is obedi- 
cace to God in all you do or pur- 
pose,, (without it we have no 
true and genuine love to him) 
our high and principal and 


‘ 
velba’ * 4; ? } re. 
p.casing am: Is the love of God 
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the commanding passion of your 
heart, and his glory the govern- 
ing end of all you do? Are the 
things you do for God and your 
neighbor influenced by a_ scrip- 
tural and well tempered zeal 
which is according to know- 
ledge? Does Christian affection 
increase as its objects multiply? 
But I forbear—it would be difi- 
cult to get to an end were I diss 
posed to go on. 

I wish to hear whether the at- 
tention and solemnity among 
your people continue, what num- 
ber have joined the church, and 
how many candidates there are 
for the communion, and wheth- 
er the young converts hold out. 
God bless the parents and chil- 
dren of your family, and of his 
ereat mercy, make them ad the 
children of his grace ! 


March 28, 
DEAR DAUGHTER, 


ie a late letter you have ex- 


hat I 
sive you in writing my 
view of the eternal world.” The 
words in which this request is 
couched are so general that I 
eel myself at a Joss for your 
precise meaning. If it be your 
wish that I should give you my 
thoughts respecting the destiny 
of the finally impenitent, the bi- 
ble will furnish you with a clear 
and full answer to the enquiry ; 
and the very nature of sin, un- 
repented ang unforgiven, implies 
wretchedness. The heart op- 
posed to God cannot be happy, 
so remaining. If you enquire 
where impure separate spirits 
exist, the answer is, in hell. In 
what portion of the universe this 
isy we are not informed. Tiis 
we may be assured of, however, 
that such a creature must neces- 
sarily carry hell with him wheth- 
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abode. Does your desire res- 


nect the final and future state of 
ine saints, the friends and lov- 
ers of ( God ! ? Flere awain the di- 
vine s ures will give you all 
the light ~~ informiation you 
ned. The figures by which 
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separation from the body. The 
very nature of it seems to im- 
ply the contrary. I do not re- 
collect a text which expressly 
and decide diy declares that the 
su of saints go straight to 
eaven when they leave the bo- 
we unless-it be the instance of 
the thief on the cross; there 
are however, many passages of 
scripture which seem clearly to 
suppose and imply it. Ido not 
mention the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus in the xvi. of 
Luke as one, for though the 
passage which contains it may 
seem to suppose the existence 
of the saints in heaven after the y 
leave the body, it may be coubt- 
ed whether this truth is the prin- 
cipal scope of the para ble. fn 
the Revelation of St. John are 
several passages which scem in- 
tended to communicate the piea- 
sing thought. The apostic’s de- 
sire to depart and be with Christ 
as preferable to a contmuance 
in the body, will,.L think, pretty 
fully establish the suppositicny 
that the spirits ofthe saints im- 
mediately on their quiting a cor- 
rupt and def fling body, are so 
perfectly purified that they ar 
fitted for and received to heaven. 
Possibly I have not in any 
thing I have said, touched on 
the subjec ‘t to which vou wish- 
ed me to attend. If your en- 
quiry or wish was principaily 
directed to this object, viz. what 
my views of the eternal worid 
are, as Lam individually or per- 
sonally concerned! in other 
words, what is the ground of my 
hope of future happiness, aud 
w! hat the evidence to support 
such a hope ? In general, I an- 


| ewer in the words of the apostle 
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according to his abundant mer- 
cy hath begotten us again to a 
lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and unfading, re- 
served in heaven for you, who 
are kept by the power of God, 
throuch faith, unto salvation rea- 
dy to be revealed in the last time : 
wherein ye greatly rejoice, tho’ 
now for a season (if need be) ye 
are in heaviness through mani- 
fold temptations (trials,)” &c. 

To bea little more particular, 
— The perfect and infinite atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ by his death 
on the cross, fully proved by his 
resurrection from the dead, is 
the great foundation and chief 
support of my hope. He has 
told us, “ that none cometh to 
the Father but by him.” He is 
the only, and a sufficient media- 
tor between God and men ; and 
has declared, by his inspired a- 
pastle—* That he is able to save 
to the uttermost all that come te 
God by Him, seeing He ever 
lives to make intercession for 
us”—and “ that ofall the Futher 
has given Him He _ will lose 
none.” The gospel is full of 
declarations of the sufficiency, 
and expressions of the grace of 
Jesus Christ. It is ful: also of 
divine promises properto ground 
the faith and hope of God’s peo- 
ple. To recite these pavticu- 
larly, would be to copy a consid- 
erable portion of the bible. One 
only the Saviour has given us, 
“ him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out”—must 
afford ample support and conso- 
Jation to an assured believer. 

I can boast of no extraordina- 
ry divine discoveries, no raptur- 
ous views or feelings as the sup- 
port of my hope. I haveever 
viewed the religion ef Christ, 





Nor, 


since it has engaged my serious 
attention, as a display of divine 
wisdom, and periectly consist. 
ent and rational. ‘To one pos- 
sessed of such views of it, exta- 
cies must be altogether unex. 
pected and could rationally afford 
no great support to hope. The 
best and most solid evidence a 
Christian can have of his good 
estate, is obedience. I may say 
many good things for God, and 
obtain a character for piety a- 
mong men ; but if I should not 
at the same time feel in my 
heart a supreme regard to his 
will, and find in fact that it had 
a commanding influence upon 
my actions, or, in other words, 
that it produced sincere obedi- 
ence, I should find no support 
fer my hope. The professed 
Christian who feels an indiffer- 
ence and unconcern whether he 
pleases God or not, can have no 
substantial evidence that he loves 
him, for “ This is the love of 
God that we keep his command- 
ments, and they are not griev- 
ous.”—The will of God is the 
necessary result of his unaltera- 
ble and infinite perfections ; who- 
ever opposes it is an infinite of- 
fender—and no man or woman 
who deliberately and knowingly 
disobeys God, especially when it 
is an habitual thing, can feel 
comfort and support. On the 
contrary, a conscience void of 
offence affords both. There is 
not, at the same time, a manon 
earth that doth good and sinneth 
not. I pretend to no such per- 
fection as some boast of. I dai- 
ly offend, and all the day more 
or less ; nevertheless can say, I 
trust with a degree of sincerity, 
that it is my pleasure to serve 
God—and say with David (per- 
haps not with equal sincerity) 
“I delight to do thy will, my 


the 
anc¢ 
info 
give 
van 
on 


pas 








9 
ae 


ot 


is 
1d 


yh 


i- 





1805. Of the Greck definitive Artiele. 199 


God”? At the same time, so 
many and aggravated are my 
offences, so many and frequent 
thedefects of my best perform- 
ances, that if the bible had not 
informed us that God has for- 
viven the great sins of his ser- 
vants on repentance, and looks 
o his children with a com- 
passionate eye, notwithstanding 
their many infirmities and fail- 
ngs, I could find no ground for 
hope. To find pleasure in re- 
cious exercises will afford fur- 
ther ground for comfort ; for 
whatever habit may do, in this 
as well as other cases, it is 
not it fallen human nature to 
choose religion. Nature is so 
posed to God and religion that 
the esteem and practice of it 
wustbe from Him; and he on- 
ly can preserve and continue its 
existence in the heart. I can- 
wot go further, at present. Be- 
ine I close, let me add one cau- 
tm, Which I wish may be use- 
lil‘ us both ; itis this, that the 
tasports produced by self-love 
iy Never be permitted to be- 
cme substitutes for the love of 
God; rather let obedience be 
nade the measure of it. IT wish 
you all the best of heaven’s bless- 
igs, and am 
Your affectionate father. 


7, 
Kenarks on the uses of the defin- 
‘we Article in the Greek Text 










































of the New Testament, extract- 
ed from a fiublication of Gran- 
ville Sharfi, Esq. 


R. Sharp proposes the 
following rule, “ When 
the copulative xa connects two 
nouns of the same case, (viz. 
nouns, either substantive or ad- 
jective, or participles, of person- 
al description, respecting office, 
dignity, affinity, or connection, 
and attributes, properties, or 
qualities, good or ill) if the arti- 
cle @, or any of its cases, pre- 
cedes the first of the said nouns 
or participles, and is not repeat- 
ed before the second noun or 
participle, the latter always re- 
lates to the same person that is 
expressed or described by the 
first noun or participle ; i. e. it 
denotes a iurther description of 
the first named person ; except 
the nouns be proper names, or 
in the plural number: in which 
cases there are many excep- 
tions.” 

This rule is valuable not 
merely in a philological view, 
but because it enables us to cor- 
rect the translation of several 
passages in the New Testament, 
which, properly understood, af- 
ford many striking proofs con- 
cerning the divinity of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. See 
particularly Eph. v. 5. 2 Thes. 
i. 12. 1 Tim. v. 21. Titus im 
13. 2Peteri.l. Jude 4 
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Officers of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, “third the firsy 


Wednesday of Sefitember, 1805, to the first Wednesda of 82. 
lé mber, 1806. 


TRUSTEES. His Honor Jonxn Treapwe .t, Esq. The 4, 
orable Messrs. Oniver E_.tswortu, Rocer Newserrry, Ay. 
ron Austin, JonaToHan Brace, and Joun Dave NPORT; Esars, 
and the Rev. Messrs. Cyfrian & pode D.D. # jah Pareons, N; 
than Strong, D. D. Nuthon Perkins, D. D. Samuel Noi. wee Cale 
ein Chapin. 


ne 


Anprew Kinosavry, Esq. Treasurer 
Joun Porrer, Esq. Auditor. : 
His Honor Joun Treapvwexr, Esq. Chairman ; and the Pev. 
Abel Flint, Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 
‘The Honorable Jonatnan Brace, — the Rev 
Strong, and Joun Porter, Esq. Committee of Accounts. 


The Honorable Jonathan Bracr, Esq. and the Rev. Me 

Cuprian Strong, Nathan Strong, Nathan Perkins, Samuel No?! 
Abel Lint, Committee of Missions. 

The Honorable Jonaruan Brace, Esq. and the Rev. Mess» 


wie ave 


Nathan Strong and Abel /lint, Book Committee. 
—<5- 31 


D. mations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
October. Rev. Calvin Ingals, contributed in new 


settlements, - . . » 
18. Rev. Seth Williston, do. 





